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COMMEMORATION OF THE LORD'S ENTRY INTO JERUSALEM
Introduction

Dear brethren (brothers and sisters)

since the beginning of Lent until now

we have prepared our hearts by penance and charitable works.
Today we gather together to herald with the whole Church

the beginning of the celebration of our Lord's Paschal Mystery,
that is to say, of his Passion and Resurrection.

For it was to accomplish this mystery

that he entered his own city of Jerusalem.

Therefore, with all faith and devotion,

let us commemorate the Lord's entry into the city for our salvation,
following in his footsteps,

so that, being made by his grace partakers of the Cross,

we may have a share also in his Resurrection and in his life.

Prayer over the Branches

Almighty ever-living God,

Sanctify + these branches with your blessing,
that we, who follow Christ the King in exultation,
may reach the eternal Jerusalem through him.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

Amen.

Gospel Luke 19:28-40 (Year C)
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke.
"Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord"
Jesus went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem.
When he drew near to Bethphage and Bethany
at the place called the mount that is called Olivet,
he sent two of the disciples,
saying, 'Go into the village opposite,
whereon entering you will find a colt tied,
on which no one has ever yet sat;
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untie it and bring it here.

If anyone asks you, "Why are you untying it?"

you shall say this, "The Lord has need of it"'.

So those who were sent went away

and found it as he had told them.

And as they were untying the colt,

its owners said to them,

'Why are you untying the colt?"'

And they said, 'The Lord has need of it'.

And they brought it to Jesus,

and throwing their garments on the colt

they set Jesus upon it.

And as he rode along,

they spread their garments on the road.

As he was now drawing near,

at the descent of the Mount of Olives,

the whole multitude of the disciples

began to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice

for all the mighty works that they had seen, saying,
'‘Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord!
Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!'

And some of the Pharisees in the multitude said to him,
'Teacher, rebuke your disciples'.

He answered, 'l tell you, if these were silent, the very stones would cry out'.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Procession

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
First Reading Isaiah 50:4-7
A reading from the prophet Isaiah
| did not cover my face against insult and | know I will not be ashamed.
The Lord has given me a disciple's tongue.
So that | may know how to reply to the wearied
he provides me with speech.
Each morning he wakes me to hear,
to listen like a disciple.
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The Lord has opened my ear.

For my part, | made no resistance,

neither did | turn away.

| offered my back to those who struck me,

my cheeks to those who tore at my beard;

| did not cover my face against insult and spittle.
The Lord comes to my help,

so that | am untouched by the insults.

So, too, | set my face like flint;

| know | shall not be shamed.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm Psalm 22.7-8, 16-17, 18-19, 22-23 (R.1)
R. My God, my God, why have you abandoned me?

All who see me mock at me;

they make mouths at me, they shake their heads;
“Commit your cause to the Lord; let him deliver;
let him rescue the one in whom he delights!” R.

For dogs are all around me;

a company of evildoers encircles me.
My hands and feet have shrivelled;

| can count all my bones. R.

They divide my clothes among themselves,
and for my clothing they cast lots.

But you, O Lord, do not be far away!

O my help, come quickly to my aid! R.

| will tell of your name to my brothers and sisters;
in the midst of the congregation | will praise you:
You who fear the Lord, praise him!

All you offspring of Jacob, glorify him;

stand in awe of him, all you offspring of Israel! R.

Second Reading Philippians 2:6-11
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Philippians
He humbled himself to become like us and God raised him on high.
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His state was divine,

yet Christ Jesus did not cling to his equality with God
but emptied himself to assume the condition of a slave,
and became as men are,

and being as all men are,

he was humbler yet,

even to accepting death,

death on a cross.

But God raised him high

and gave him the name

which is above all other names

so that all beings

in the heavens, on earth and in the underworld,
should bend the knee at the name of Jesus

and that every tongue should acclaim

Jesus Christ as Lord,

to the glory of God the Father.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation Philippians 2:8-9
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory!

Christ became obedient for us even to death,

dying on the cross.

Therefore God raised him on high

and gave him a name above all other names.

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory!

Gospel Luke 22:14 - 23:56
The passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke
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