
The main reason why St. Joseph was chosen as the special patron of the 

dying was due his own  beautiful death. Joseph died in the arms of Jesus 

and Mary; a death no other Saint was so happy, so glorious.  

PRAYER FOR A HAPPY DEATH 

O Glorious St. Joseph, behold I choose thee today for my special  

patron in life and at the hour of my death. Preserve and increase in 

me the spirit of prayer and fervour in the service of God. 

Remove far from me every kind of sin; obtain for me that my death 

may not come upon me unawares, but that I may have time to  

confess my sins sacramentally and to bewail them with a most  

perfect understanding and a most sincere and perfect contrition, in 

order that I may breathe forth my soul into the hands of Jesus and 

Mary. Amen. 

ANOTHER PRAYER FOR A HAPPY DEATH 

O BLESSED JOSEPH, who yielded up thy last breath in the arms 

of Jesus and Mary, obtain for me this grace, O holy Joseph, 

that I may breathe forth my soul in praise, saying in spirit, 

if I am unable to do so in words: "Jesus, Mary and Joseph, I give Thee 

my heart and my soul." Amen.  

A SHORT PRAYER FOR THE DYING 

The Special Prayer of the Pious Union of St. Joseph 
O St. JOSEPH, foster father of the Child Jesus and true spouse 

of the Blessed Virgin Mary, pray for us and for the dying of this 

day (or this night). Amen. 

PRAYER FOR THE AGONIZING 

O St. JOSEPH, protector of those in agony, take pity on those 

who at this very moment when I pray to thee are engaged in 

their last combat. 

O blessed Joseph, take pity on my soul too when the hour of 

the final battle shall arrive for me. Then, O my holy patron, do 

not abandon me, but grant me thine assistance; show that thou 

art my good father, and obtain that my Divine Saviour may receive 

me with mercy into that abode where the elect enjoy a life that shall 

never end. Amen. 

PRAYER FOR THE SOULS IN THE AGONY OF DEATH 

ETERNAL Father, by the love Thou bearest toward St. Joseph, 

who was chosen by Thee from among all men to exercise Thy 

divine fatherhood over the Thy Son made Man, have mercy on 

us and upon all poor souls who are in their agony. 

Our Father . . . Hail Mary . . . Glory Be . . . 

ETERNAL Son of God, by the love Thou bearest toward 

St. Joseph, who was Thy most faithful guardian upon earth, 

have mercy on us and upon all poor souls who are in their agony 

Our Father . . . Hail Mary . . . Glory Be . . . 

ETERNAL Spirit of God, by the love Thou bearest toward 

St. Joseph, who guarded with such tender care most holy Mary, 

Thy beloved spouse, have mercy on us and upon all poor souls who 

are in their agony. 

Our Father . . . Hail Mary . . . Glory Be . . . 

JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH 

JESUS, Mary and Joseph, I give Thee my heart and my soul. 

Jesus, Mary and Joseph, assist me in my last agony. 

Jesus, Mary and Joseph, may I breathe forth my soul in 

peace with thee. 
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