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20th Sunday in Ordinary Time/A 
16TH AUGUST 2026 

Gospel Reading       Matthew 15:21-28 

This Sunday we move ahead in our reading of Matthew’s 
Gospel.  Last week we read about Jesus walking on the 
water and the disciples’ confession of faith that Jesus is the 
Son of God.  If we were reading Matthew’s entire Gospel, we 
would have read about Jesus’ debate with the Pharisees 
about Jewish purity laws.  Jesus argues that it is not what 
goes into us that makes us unclean;  he is referring to the 
strict Jewish dietary rules.  Instead our words and our 
actions—what comes out of us—make us unclean because 
they emerge from a heart that is unclean. 

Knowing about Jesus’ debate with the Pharisees helps us to 
understand today’s Gospel.  In fact the story heightens the 
surprise and shock we feel as we hear Jesus’ exchange with 
the Canaanite woman.  The woman, who is not Jewish, 
approaches Jesus, requesting that he heal her demon-
possessed daughter.  At first Jesus ignores her;  he says 
nothing.  The disciples ask Jesus to send her away, and Jesus 
agrees, remarking that he was sent to 
minister to the Jews alone. 

The woman persists, paying homage to 
Jesus, and yet Jesus denies her request 
again.  He even insults her, using a 
Jewish word of derision for 
Gentiles,  “dog.”  But the woman 
cleverly turns Jesus’ insult into an 
affirmation of faith.  Only then does 
Jesus grant her request and heal her 
daughter. 

Jesus’ unresponsiveness to this woman 
may strike us as uncharacteristic or 
shocking.  Yet in Matthew’s Gospel, 
Jesus’ ministry is directed primarily to 
the people of Israel.  At only a very few 
points, such as the one found in today’s 
Gospel, do we find Jesus anticipating 
the later Christian ministry to the rest 
of the world. 

Behind Matthew’s text we can hear this early Christian 
community’s struggle to understand how God’s selection of 
Israel is consistent with two events:  Israel’s rejection of 
Jesus and the Gentiles’ acceptance of Jesus.  Just as Jesus 
was surprised by the faith expressed by the Canaanite 
woman, so too the first Christians were surprised that the 
Gentiles would receive the salvation God offered through 
Christ.  In today’s second reading from Paul’s letter to the 
Romans, we hear the apostle Paul considering this same 
concern. 

The faith that the Canaanite woman expresses is an 
affirmation of and confidence in God’s abundant mercy.  Yes, 
salvation comes through Israel, but it overflows for the 
benefit of all. 

Congratulations to Mr David Hurley on the announcement of 
his appointment as our new School Principal from 2027.  Miss 
Beverly Coffey will retire as School Principal at the end of 
this year.  We thank both of them for their leadership role in 
our community.   

 
Fr Danai 
Parish Priest 

We acknowledge the Dharug People, traditional custodians of this land.  May we walk gently and respectfully upon the land. 
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PARISH CLERGY 
Rev Fr Danai Penollar, Parish Priest          
 pp@mibp.org.au 
Rev Mr Mervyn Francis, Parish Deacon     
 admin@mibp.org.au   
PRIESTS' HOUSE 
     110 Mimosa Road, Bossley Park NSW  2176 
     Tel:  9604 8927                            
     Fax: 9729 2128      Web: www.mibp.org.au 
Aspirant to the Permanent Diaconate: Mr Tivoli Vaiotu 
PARISH SECRETARY (Admin/Accounts)    
    Mrs Maria Cabiling  Tel: 9604 8927    admin@mibp.org.au  
    Office Hours:  Monday-Friday 9:30am-4:00pm   
LITURGY OFFICE  (Liturgy & Music Coordinator) 
     Mrs Rita Cordina Tel: 9609 6087       liturgy@mibp.org.au          
     Office Hours: Tuesday & Wednesday 9:00am-3:00pm    
FILIPINO CHAPLAIN 
    Rev Fr Nards Mercene           menardo.mercene@gmail.com 
    Resides next to the Priests' House  Tel: 9604 5512  
HOSPITAL CHAPLAINS Fairfield Parish 0488 693 482 
MARY IMMACULATE PRIMARY SCHOOL 
    Miss Beverly Coffey, Principal 
    142 Restwell Road, Bossley Park 
    Tel: 9604 3877   Fax: 9609 4988     
SUNDAY MASSES 
     Vigil Saturday 6:00pm 
     Sunday  8:00am  10:00am   6:00pm 
     Filipino Mass at 11am on   13 September, 11 October 
     Italian Mass at   11:15am on  23 August, 27 September  
WEEKDAY MASSES   Mondays   9:10am Communion service 
     Tuesdays - Fridays  9:10am Mass  
RITE OF RECONCILIATION 
      Saturdays between 5:00pm and 5:30pm or after any    
      weekday Mass or by appointment. Conducted in either  
      the Confessional Area or in an  open space within the  
      clear line of sight of another adult.  
EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 
      Every Thursday after the 9:10am Mass for an hour. 
ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
      Every 1st Friday of the month during the 9:10am Mass  
BAPTISMS By appointment only. Baptisms are celebrated on    
      the 1st and 3rd Sundays and all Saturdays at 11:00am. 
MARRIAGES  By appointment at least 6 months notice. 

Thought of the Week 
“There are those who seek knowledge for the sake 

of knowledge; that is Curiosity. There are those 
who seek knowledge to be known by others; that 
is Vanity. There are those who seek knowledge in 

order to serve; that is Love. ”   
~ St Bernard of Clairvaux (Feast Day—20 August) 

WELCOME TO THE FAITH COMMUNITY 
Jayden Niall Aqubi who will be 

baptised this weekend. 
Next baptismal information  

evening will be on Wednesday,  
16th September, 7:30pm  

at the Parish centre.                        
Booking is essential. 



  

 

 

Parish Diary 
We pray for…                                                  
Our sick:     Conrado Marciano, Reni, Caroline, Alexandra, Linda 
Granados, Lucio Pinoschi, Dobrila Rimanic, Ernie Aranda, 
Cecilia Felipe, Jeremy Cassar,  Slavka, Caroline, Slavko, 
Nazareno Antonio, Sarmad Sakaa, Dusica, Eddy, Anita, Darrell 
Cordeiro, Troy, Mat Lagang, Leisa Gander Murphy, Stephanie 
Younan, Allan Torreranca, Mirjana Petrovic, Vangie Enriquez, 
Tony Surace, Damian Zekusic, Mira, Marin, Petar, & Manuel 
Pace,  Antonio Terrano, Minda Fausto, Catherine Cordina, 
Edwina Borg  (Names will be removed from the sick list after 3 
months unless Parish Office is notified otherwise).  
Please keep in your prayers the soul of the Recently deceased:     
Janice Graney, Lourdes Caringal, Neville Koshaba, Rosa, Irene 
Siwak, Jan Cruz, Mary Cauchi, Dominga Ignacio, Samuel & 
Teresa Barbara, Ko Sypaseuth, Nadia Abagi, Benito Di Marzio, 
Denise, Nevenka Milanovic, Patrick Dumazel, Robert Savell, 
Alicia Karingal, Roque Noronha, Eduardo Chavez & Raquel 
Lagang, Reno Zamprogno, Sam Chetcuti, Basilio Battaglini, 
Ivana Grbic, Ronald Storey, Grezio Ebejer, Elmer Dela Victoria, 
Lina Borg, Angela Leto, Ofelia Lacre, Eugene Nombrado, 
Domingo Ilagan, and those whose Anniversaries occur at this 
time: Felici Zadro, Saverio Laria, Arthur William Goepfert Other 
deceased including: Delia Dela Cruz, Rosevida Demerin, jose 
Briones, Primitivo & Maria Labis, Margaret Fenech Gaetano & 
Agnes Cordina, Giovani Piva, Pasquale Vicano, Egidia Larobina, 
Salvatore Pisano Nonata San Miguel, Angelo Sultana, Carmela 
Oliverio, Lucia Massarotto, Magno Dela Cruz Sr, Carmen Perez 
& Jose Perez, Luigia Baseggio, Salvacion, Edgar & Eleonora 
Clarete, Tadija Bakic,  Marcelina Rael, Zvonko Paul, Teresa & 
Manuel Aguilar, Divina Cuenco, Joe Valenti, Mario Valenti, 
Samuel Williams, Vinko Zovko, Antonio Terrano, Stipe, Serafina 
& Nicola Froio, Grazia Terrano, Vera Power, Donald Vertley, 
Alberto Sr & Josefina Sacriz, Carmela Andreacchio, Marko 
Bakic, Geoffrey Williams, Rita Zammit, Maria Nguyen Thi Ho, 
Anna Peci, Francesco Trimboli, Christina Aranda, Renzo 
Martignago, Abundio & Thommy Sarsonas, Rolando Olano, 
Joseph Schembri, Rita Francis, Maizie Colomb, Massimo Baroni, 
Francesco Papalia, Mariano & Antonina Sinacori, Gavin, Darren 
& Derrick Mack,  Joseph Francis, Vincenzo, Antonio & 
Francesca Bugge, Michele Fedele, Benjamin & Diosdada 
Paunlagui Penollar, Tom & Patrick Anderson, Vincenzo Bugge, 
Antonio Fedele, Giovanna Fedele,  Vince Fedele, Giuseppa 
Oliveri, Antonino Vella, Mariantonia Pisano, Vincenzo & Anna 
Peci, Bertilla Soligo, Guido, Marcello & Elsa Soligo, Domenico 
Soligo, Marcello & Angela Seraglio,  all departed souls in the 
families of  Oselli & Biordi families, Colomb & Mack & Bulner, 
Pontello, Smith, Sernagiotto,  Dela Victoria, Penollar, Soligo & 
Certali,  Seraglio, Zammit families & all Souls in Purgatory.     

May they rest in peace. 

Other Intentions : Maria Bugge, Richard Sipina & family, 
Komadina family, Rosa, Angela & Micheal, Svetka 

Monday                 
17th August 

Week 4 FHC 

9:10am    Communion service 

10:00am  Praise & Worship-Italian 

Tuesday                 
18th August 

9:10am  Mass 

4:30pm  Legion of Mary 

7:00pm  Youth Young Adult PrayerG 

7:00pm   Praise & Worship-English 

Wednesday            
19th August 

St John Eudes 

9:10am  Mass 

9:40am  Rosary 

6:30pm  Choir Practice 

Thursday                 
20th August 

St Bernard 

9:10am   Mass 

Followed by Adoration for an hour 

3:30pm   Prayer Group 

Friday                 
21st August 

St Pius X, Pope 

9:10am    Mass 

9:40am    Divine Mercy-Rosary 

6:00pm    Praise & Worship-JHealer 

Saturday                      
22nd August 

The Queeenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

5:00pm    Reconciliation 

6:00pm    Vigil Mass  

7:30pm     Vigil Adoration-Adorers  

Sunday                    
23rd August 

21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 
8:00am    Mass 
10:00am  Mass 

11:00am  Italian Mass 

6:00pm    Mass 

20 Sunday in Ordinary Time 

1st Reading 
Is 56:1,6-7 
I will lead the foreigners to my 
holy mountain. 

Responsorial 
Psalm 

O God, let all the nations       
praise you! 

2nd Reading 
Rom 11:13-15, 29-32 
The gifts and call of God are          
irrevocable 

Gospel Mt 15:21-28 
Woman, you have great faith. 

21st Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 

Is 22:19-23 
Rom 11:33-36 
Mt 16:13-20 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA):                              

Are you, or do you know someone who is, interested in 
joining the Catholic Church? The RCIA is the Catholic 
Church’s way of welcoming new members. It is a 
learning and loving process in which conversion of the 
heart brings one to Jesus Christ.  Next RCIA enquiries 
will be soon, please contact the Parish on 9604 8927 or 
email admin@mibp.org.au. 

Sacrament of  1st Holy Communion 
Preparation for the Sacrament of First Holy         

Communion is ongoing and  Masses will be on                 
Saturday, 12 September at 11am & 2pm.                              

Sacrament of Confirmation                                        
The Parent’s Information night is on                        

Thursday, 3rd September at                      
6pm in the church. 

Pilgrimages                               
1. Pilgrimage to Saints of France including Lourdes  

on the 28 Sept-9 Oct. 2026(12 days)                     
2. Pilgrimage to Rome 

Tues 2nd Feb. until Sat 13th Feb. 2027 
For booking/enquiries : pp@mibp.org.au or     

text 0417 259 617.  

Schoenstatt Sisters of Mary Centenary Jubilee Celebrations                                  
at Mount Schoenstatt, Mulgoa 

Come join us as we give thanks for the past 100 years and entrust the future to 
the loving care of the Mother Thrice Admirable, Queen and Victress of 

Schoenstatt. 
Date: Sunday 13th September 

Time: Please be seated by 9:45am for a 10am start.                                                
The celebration is to conclude at approximately 3pm.  

The day will begin with a Solemn Mass of Thanksgiving with Archbishop Anthony 
Fisher OP followed by light refreshments and an official program. Parish bus 

groups are encouraged.  
An exhibition on the Schoenstatt Sisters of Mary will be available for viewing in 

the Family Hall from 8:30am – 6:00pm.  
To RSVP and for more information visit: www.schoenstatt.org.au  



 

 

 
21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 

22/23 August 2026 

 Vigil    
6pm 

Sun    
8am 

Sun    
10am 

Sun     
6pm 

Commentator 

Minister of the  
Word 

E Sadsad 

J Haddad 

R Agostino 

A Amores 

FHC        
Candidates   
N Redoblado  
R Sarte 

E Gaspi 

E Russo 

EMHC F Di Marco 
P Vaiotu 

A Froio 
R Wright 
G Kruk 

V Pante 
A Maiuolo 

T Corpus 
L Bykowski 
S Seychell 

Data Proj/ 
Musician 

F&G Espiritu 

M Balgos 

Volunteer 

M Vargaw 

Volunteer 

Jesus the  

N&J Galea 

 

Piety Stall C Johnson D Hrkac K Vadala R Rossi 

Counter:  
Group 4 

E San Miguel 

R Tripodi 

Altar  
Linen:       
M la Rosa 

Flowers:  
Group4 
C Aranda 
 

Cleaners:        
Group 8 
N Younan 
D Tobia 
J Abdo 
R Shaoo 
N Matti 

 

Mary Immaculate Prayer Groups                                                          

You are invited to join the                                                                               
1. Young Adults Prayer Group (16-30) every Tuesday from 

7pm in the church. 

2. Prayer Group  every Thursday at 3:30pm in the church.   

A WOMEN'S ENCOUNTER 

Wollongong Cursillo is inviting women to attend our next three day weekend to 
be held at Carmel House 345 St.Andrews Rd.Varrovile, from Thursday evening 
10th to Sunday afternoon 13th September 2026. 
The weekend consists of talks and discussions by lay women and our Spiritual 
Director Fr. Chris Roberts from Kiama. Cost is $320 
Contact Denise D'Amore 0438 254 139 or take an enrolment form from the foyer. 

From the Liturgy Office….. 

Feast of the Assumption of the BVM 

The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary is a special solemnity for 
Catholics universally. It celebrates 
Mary being taken up to heaven, 
body and soul, at the end of her 
earthly life. This means she did not go 
through decay like others. Instead, God brought her 
directly to heaven. Celebrated on August 15th, it is a 
holy day of obligation. On this day, we, Catholics 
remember Mary’s unique role in the life of Jesus and the 
Church. We honour her as the mother of Jesus and a 
model of faith. 

Pope Pius XII officially defined the Assumption as a 
dogma in 1950. This means it is a core belief of the 
Catholic Church. Even though the Assumption is not 
directly mentioned in the Bible, it is based on long-
standing tradition and reflection within the Church. 

The Assumption of Mary gives hope to all Catholics. It 
reminds us that just as Mary was taken to heaven, we 
too can look forward to eternal life with God. This feast 
encourages all Catholics to live a life of faith, trusting in 
God’s promise of salvation just as Mary did. 

Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A  
A Faith That Reaches Out 

The 20th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Year A reminds us that God’s love is 
for all people showing that God 
welcomes all who follow Him. . The 
readings also teach about faith, 
mercy, and perseverance and show 
how these cross every border.  
 

Isaiah speaks of God’s house as a place of prayer for 
every nation. Paul tells us that God’s gifts are never 
withdrawn. The Gospel shows us a woman from outside 
Israel who trusted in Jesus and was heard. 
 
These passages show the wide embrace of God’s plan. 
No one is left out if they seek Him with faith. The 
Canaanite woman’s courage in asking Jesus for help 
teaches us to keep praying, even when it seems hard. 
Paul’s message tells us that mercy is for all, and Isaiah’s 
vision points to a future where every person is welcome 
to worship. 
 
Therefore, this weekend, the scriptures remind us that 
faith, trust, and hope unite people from every land. God 
does not turn away those who seek Him and his love 
reaches past barriers of culture, history, and nation.  
Faith and  perseverance open the way to his blessings. 
Therefore, we must remember that his call is the same for 
everyone: come, believe, and be made whole. 

God bless, 
Rita Cordina  
(Liturgy and Music Coordinator) 
  
Pope’s Prayer Intentions for August 2026 
For evangelisation in the city.  
Let us pray that large cities often marked by anonymity 
and loneliness , find new ways to proclaim the Gospel, 
discovering creative paths to build community. 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to  Matthew 15:21-28 

Jesus left Gennesaret and withdrew to the region of 
Tyre and Sidon.  Then out came a Canaanite woman 
from that district and started shouting, ‘Sir, Son of 
David, take pity on me.  My daughter is tormented by a 
devil.’ But he answered her not a word.  And his disciples 
went and pleaded with him. ‘Give her what she wants,’ 
they said ‘because she is shouting after us.’ He said in 
reply, ‘I was sent only to the lost sheep of the House of 
Israel.’ But the woman had come up and was kneeling at 
his feet. ‘Lord,’ she said ‘help me.’ He replied, ‘It is not 
fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the 
house-dogs.’ She retorted, ‘Ah yes, sir; but even house-
dogs can eat the scraps that fall from their master’s 
table.’ Then Jesus answered her, ‘Woman, you have 
great faith.  Let your wish be granted.’ And from that 
moment her daughter was well again. 



  

 

 



 

 

 

   

   

   

   

   

SMASH REPAIRS 
www.westfieldsmash.com.au 

FRANK SPAGNOLO 
Managing Director 

20-22 Tangerine Street, Fairfield NSW 2165 
Smash repairer for all major leading  

insurance companies. 
Ph : (02)9726 8866  

Frank Mob: 0412 305 506 
24 Hr Towing 9757 2666 

We We focus on Business and Family Law,               
with experience in all areas.                                           

Led by principal  Susan Dinkha, who has served the 
community for over 20 years, delivering legal advice 

with quality, integrity and dependability,  

Susan Dinkha Solicitor 

310 Prairievale Rd           Phone: 9604 6470    
Prairiewood  2176      Fax: 9729 0259        

info@emmaus.com.au  
www.emmaus.com.au 

Centrix Tax Accounting         
Services Pty Ltd 

Ma Rusela Ilagan, CPA         
DIrector | Registered Tax Agent | 

Registered SMSF Auditor 

M: 0401 456 763 
E: rusela.ilagan@centrixtax.com.au 

Specialising in: • Individual tax 
returns, including rental property 
tax • Partnership or Company tax 

returns • SMSF setup • SMSF annual 
audits. Contact via mobile or email 

to book for an appointment. 

If you or someone you know has experienced abuse, 
or if you are worried about the safety of a child, 
young person or vulnerable adult, please know that 
you are not alone and that help is available. 
The Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office is 
available to listen, support you, and provide 
guidance about reporting options.  You can contact 
the office on (02) 9390 5800 or at 
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.  You 
may also wish to speak with your Parish Priest, who 
can offer pastoral care and assist you in taking the 
next step. 
The Archdiocese takes all safeguarding concerns 
seriously and is required to report criminal matters to 
police.  If there is an emergency or someone is in 
immediate danger, please contact NSW Police on 000. 

Consent to Film and Photograph a 
child/children in the Parish :       

As a general rule, no consent is 
required to photograph or film groups 
of 10 or more children (where they are 
not identified by name). However, for 
one child or a group of less than 10 

children, a general consent form 
should be obtained by a parent/

guardian.   

Advertising 
space 

available 
9604 8927 

admin@mibp.org.au 

available for $2 

Please support our sponsors 
who support us. Thank you! 

Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter Weekend 

at Mt Carmel 
Retreat Centre, 

Varroville 

9 – 11 October 2026 

For bookings: 

Contact: Christine & Terry 
Mahony on 0490 774 419  

Email: nswbookings@wwme.org.au 

Online: wwme.org.au 


