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The Ascension of the Lord/A 
17TH MAY 2026 

Gospel Reading     Matthew 28:16-20 

Today’s Gospel is taken from the 
conclusion of the Gospel of 
Matthew.  Matthew’s Gospel 
quickly moves from the disciples’ 
discovery of Jesus’ empty tomb, to 
Jesus’ appearance to Mary 
Magdalene and the other Mary, to 
the commission that Jesus gives 
his disciples in today’s Gospel. 

The Final Commission, as this 
Gospel is sometimes called, is given 
on the mountaintop.  Throughout 
Scripture, the most important 
events happen on the mountaintop, 
and Matthew has used this motif 
throughout his Gospel.  Earlier in 
Matthew’s Gospel, Peter, James, 
and John had seen Jesus 
transfigured on the mountaintop  (Matthew 17:1-
8).  Also in the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus taught the 
crowds from the mountaintop in what we now call the 
Sermon on the Mount. 

Here we are told that the eleven disciples go the 
mountaintop in Galilee, as Jesus had instructed 
through Mary Magdalene and the other Mary  (cf. 
Matthew 28:9-10).  They see Jesus, and both worship 
and doubt at the same time.  Jesus approaches them 
and commissions them to baptise and teach,  "to make 
disciples of all nations."  It is a task which Jesus had 
previously prepared his disciples for;  recall that Jesus 
had sent the twelve apostles to preach the Kingdom of 
God and to heal  (cf. Matthew 10:1-15).  However, 
earlier the Twelve were sent only to the House of 
Israel;  in this Final Commission, the eleven are told to 
go to  "all nations."  The mission of Jesus is now to be 
taken to all people; the task now is to baptise and to 
teach. 

Jesus commissions his disciples to baptise in the name 
of the Trinity, one of the clearest attestations found in 
Scripture for baptism in the name of the Trinity.  In the 
Acts of the Apostles and in the Letters of Paul, baptism 
is more frequently offered  "in the name of Jesus." 

The ending of Matthew’s Gospel can be understood as 
the beginning of the Church.  Jesus commissions his 
disciples to continue to teach in his name and to bring 
others into the community of disciples through 
baptism.  The Gospel ends, as it had begun, with the 
promise that Jesus will continue to be 
Emmanuel,  "God with us"  (cf. Matthew 1:23),  for all 
eternity. 

We thank…….. 
� Fr Terrence Millard for presiding the Masses. 
� Elbayeh & Daniel families for donating flowers to 

the church. 
� M La Rosa for doing the flowers last weekend. 
 
Fr Danai 
Parish Priest 

We acknowledge the Dharug People, traditional custodians of this land.  May we walk gently and respectfully upon the land. 
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PARISH CLERGY 
Rev Fr Danai Penollar, Parish Priest          
 pp@mibp.org.au 
Rev Mr Mervyn Francis, Parish Deacon     
 admin@mibp.org.au   
PRIESTS' HOUSE 
     110 Mimosa Road, Bossley Park NSW  2176 
     Tel:  9604 8927                            
     Fax: 9729 2128      Web: www.mibp.org.au 
Aspirant to the Permanent Diaconate: Mr Tivoli Vaiotu 
PARISH SECRETARY (Admin/Accounts)    
    Mrs Maria Cabiling  Tel: 9604 8927    admin@mibp.org.au  
    Office Hours:  Mondays-Fridays 9:30am-4:00pm   
LITURGY OFFICE  (Liturgy & Music Coordinator) 
     Mrs Rita Cordina Tel: 9609 6087       liturgy@mibp.org.au          
     Office Hours: Tuesdays & Wednesdays 9:00am-3:00pm.    
FILIPINO CHAPLAIN 
    Rev Fr Nards Mercene           menardo.mercene@gmail.com 
    Resides next to the Priests' House  Tel: 9604 5512  
HOSPITAL CHAPLAINS Fairfield Parish 0488 693 482 
MARY IMMACULATE PRIMARY SCHOOL 
    Mrs Beverly Coffey, Principal 
    142 Restwell Road, Bossley Park 
    Tel: 9604 3877   Fax: 9609 4988     
SUNDAY MASSES 
     Vigil Saturday 6:00pm 
     Sunday  8:00am  10:00am   6:00pm 
     Filipino Mass at 11am on 14 June, 12 July  
     Italian Mass at   11:15am on 24 May, 28 June  
WEEKDAY MASSES   Mondays   9:10am Communion service 
     Tuesdays - Fridays  9:10am Mass  
RITE OF RECONCILIATION 
      Saturdays between 5:00pm and 5:30pm or after any    
      weekday Mass or by appointment. Conducted in either  
      the Confessional Area or in an  open space within the  
      clear line of sight of another adult.  
EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 
      Every Thursday after the 9:10am Mass for an hour. 
ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
      Every 1st Friday of the month during the 9:10am Mass  
BAPTISMS By appointment only. Baptisms are celebrated on    
      the 1st and 3rd Sundays and all Saturdays at 11:00am. 
MARRIAGES  By appointment at least 6 months notice. 

Thought of the Week 

"Love God above all things. His goodness being 
infinite and His beauty without comparison, you 
should keep always before your minds the great 

love He has for you as Father, Spouse, and Master." 
~ St. Rita of Cascia (Feast Day 22 May) 

Next baptismal information  
evening will be on  

Wednesday, 20th May, 7:30pm  
at the Parish centre.  
Booking is essential. 



  

 

 

Parish Diary 
We pray for…                                                  
Our sick:    Allan Torreranca, Damian Zekusic, Mira, Marin, 
Petar, Lina Borg & Manuel Pace, Benito Di Marzio, Elmer 
Dela Victoria, Antonio Terrano, Cecilia Felipe, Hailee Apps, 
Richard, Mirjana, Rosanda, Neli, Alexandra, Albert 
Carbonell, Minda Robles, Nancy & Jeremy Cassar, Nadina Di 
Marzio, Severiano Juan, Catherine Cordina, Sam Barbara, 
Edwina Borg,  (Names will be removed from the sick list 
after 3 months unless Parish Office is notified otherwise).  
Please keep in your prayers the soul of the Recently 
deceased:    Domingo Ilagan, Elizabeth David, Rosalinda 
Diestro, Teresa  Barbara, Antonio Santarossa, Chito 
Redoblado, Joseph Siwak, Gener Uy Castro, Antonio 
Terrano, Zvonko Sapina, Damiana Niepes, Mary Ann Borg, 
Nick Borg, Virginia Cuevas, Maria Toom Ditthavong, Mario 
Andres, Jim Chetcuti, Esclavitud Moledo, Cecilia Jehle, Rita 
Francis, Milan Lozina, Mary Bradbury, Steven Suplat, 
Leodegaria Niepes, John Joseph Ius, Darren Mack, Micheal 
Sofia, Generoso Dela Pena, Mare Vassalo, Gino Simonetta,   
Gina Schembri, Claire O’Brien, Emmanuel Vella, Joseph 
Perrone, and those whose Anniversaries occur at this time:   
Other deceased including:  Cayetano Caindoc, Reynaldo 
Dargantes Lapinid, Elenita Cabiling Lapinid, Gilda Pontello, 
Grgur Pastuovic, Maria Van Tran, JB Mau Tran, Nancy 
Sultana, Gaetano & Agnes Cordina, Joseph Am, Joanna 
Khien, Thomas Ha, Theresa Bounlien & Thomas Kongchay, 
Antonija Vrdoljak, Maria Ussia, Serafina Froio, John (Jed) 
Dwyer, Philip Dwyer, John Ferraro, Doris & Joseph Cassar, 
Joey & Miriam Busuttil, Divina Cuenco, Manuel & Teresa 
Aguilar, Josephine Cassar, Sandro Oselli, Giuseppe & Anna 
Biordi, Giovanna Fedele, Rita Zammit, Francis Camilleri, 
Teresa Dinan, Stephen George Abagi, Anna Cattalini, Pat 
Carbone, Salvina Camilleri, Emanuel Grech, Gabrielle Baker, 
Teresa Dinan, Joseph Grech, Maria Kutty Thomas, Rocco & 
Teresa Badolato, Marija Bakic, Nanette Cabardo, Joselito 
Tetangco, Divina Cuenco, Teresa Aguilar, Bill ,Vera, Daniel 
and Clive Power,  Maizie Colomb, Lina Bonora, Erlinda 
Nepomuceno, Giulio Baseggio, Teresa Catanzariti, Maria & 
Anna Marando, Massimo Baroni, Francesco Papalia, 
Mariano & Antonina Sinacori, Rita Edge, Gavin Mack, 
Carole Robertson,  Daniel O’Connell, Darren & Derrick 
Mack,  Grant & Joseph Francis, Vincenzo, Antonio & 
Francesca Bugge, Michele Fedele, Diosdada Paunlagui 
Penollar, Benjamin Penollar, Tom & Patrick Anderson, 
Vincenzo, Domenica, Carmelo & Maria Oliveri, Vincenzo 
Bugge, Antonio Fedele, Vince Fedele, Giuseppa Oliveri, 
Antonino Vella, Mariantonia Pisano, Vincenzo & Anna Peci, 
Bertilla Soligo, Guido, Marcello & Elsa Soligo, Domenico 
Soligo, Marcello & Angela Seraglio,  all departed souls in 
the families of  Oselli & Biordi families, Colomb & Mack & 
Bulner, Pontello, Smith, Sernagiotto,  Dela Victoria, 
Penollar, Soligo & Certali,  Seraglio, Howil, Binyamin 
Family, Youkhana, Zammit families & all Souls in 
Purgatory.     

May they rest in peace. 

Other Intentions : Maria Bugge, Petar 

Monday                 
18th May 

St John 1, Pope 

Wk3—1st Reconciliation 

9:10am   Communion Service 

10:00am  Praise & Worship-Italian 

7:00pm    RCIA 

Tuesday                 
19th May 

9:10am  Mass 

4:30pm  Legion of Mary 

7:00pm  Youth Young Adult PrayerG 

7:00pm   Memorial Mass-T Barbara 

7:00pm   Praise & Worship-English 

Wednesday            
20th May 

St Bernardine of Siena 

9:10am  Mass 

9:40am  Rosary 

7:30pm  Baptismal Info  

Thursday                 
21st May 

St Christopher Magallanes 

9:10am   Mass 

Followed by Adoration for an hour 

3:30pm    Prayer Group 

Friday                 
22nd May 

St Rita of Cascia 

9:10am    Mass 

9:40am    Divine Mercy-Rosary 

6:00pm    Praise & Worship-JHPC 

7:30pm    Disciples of the SH  

Saturday                      
23rd May 

5:00pm    Reconciliation 

6:00pm    Vigil Mass Y3-6 

7:30pm    Vigil Adoration-Adorers-HE 

Sunday                    
24th May 

Pentecost Sunday 
8:00am    Mass 
10:00am  Mass 

11:00am  Italian Mass  

 6:00pm   Mass 
The Ascension of the Lord 

1st Reading 

Acts 1:1-11 
Why are you standing here 
looking into the sky? Jesus 
has been taken into heaven. 

Responsorial 
Psalm 

God mounts his throne to 
shouts of joy: a blare of 

2nd Reading 
Eph 1:17-23 
He made Jesus to sit at his right 
hand in heaven. 

Gospel 
Mt 28:16-20 
All authority in heaven and on 
earth has been given to me. 

Pentecost    
Sunday 

Acts 2:1-11 
1 Cor 12:3-7, 12-13 
Jn 20:19-23 

Sacrament of 1st Reconciliation                                                  
Sessions ongoing until 6 June. The 2nd Rite of 

Reconciliation will be on Thursday,  
11 June at 6pm. 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA):                              

Are you, or do you know someone who is, interested in 
joining the Catholic Church? The RCIA is the Catholic 
Church’s way of welcoming new members. It is a learning 
and loving process in which conversion of the heart 
brings one to Jesus Christ.   
For more enquiries, please contact the Parish on 9604 
8927 or email admin@mibp.org.au. 

Sacrament of 1st Holy Communion 
The Parent’s Info night for the sacrament of 1st Holy 
Communion will be on Thursday 18th June at 6pm in 

the church.   
Candidates must be Years 3 & above        

and have received their   
Sacrament of Reconciliation.                

To register 
https://www.trybooking.com/DJPPA 



 

 

 
Pentecost Sunday 

23/24 May 2026 

 Vigil    
6pm 

Sun    
8am 

Sun    
10am 

Sun     
6pm 

Commentator 

Minister of the  
Word 

J Haddad 

E Sadsad 

A Amores 

R Agostino 

Reconciliation 
Candidates          

R Sarte          
N Redoblado 

E Russo 

E Gaspi 

EMHC F Di Marco 
P Vaiotu 

A Froio 
R Wright 

V Pante 
E Laria 

T Corpus 
L Bykowski 
S Seychell 

Data Proj/ 

 Musician 

F&G   
Espiritu    
M Balgos 

 

Volunteer 

M Vargas 

 

Volunteer 

Jesus the 
Healer 

N&J Galea 

Piety Stall C Johnson Volunteer K Vadala T Seraglio 

Counter:  
Group 3 

M&E Frijas 

N&E Ignacio 

Altar  
Linen:       
M La Rosa 

Flowers:  
C&E    
Aranda 
 

Cleaners:        
Group 4 
Disciples of SH 
c/o                
Mon Gaspi 

 

Pilgrimage 2026                                
Pilgrimage to Saints of France including Lourdes  

on the 28 Sept-9 Oct. (12 days)                     
For booking/ enquiries : pp@mibp.org.au or     

text 0417 259 617.  

Life in the Spirit Seminar  

The New Community Prayer Group is inviting you all 
to attend the life in the Spirit seminar for six weeks 

every Tuesday from 26th May, 7pm-8:30pm at   
Mary Immaculate Bossley Park 

Contact Jenny 0401802433 or Antonietta 0430033038  

Youth Young Adult Prayer Group                                    
You are invited to join the Young Adults  Prayer 
Group    (16-30) every Tuesday from 7pm in the 

Parish Mtg room (back entrance).  If you are 
interested, please call Parish office on 9604 8927. 

Catechists—Safeguarding Course                       
There will be a Catechists (teaching in 
Bossley Park, William Stimson & Prairievale 
Primary & Prairiewoood HS) Safeguarding 
course (face to face) on Friday, 5th June at 
4:30pm. If you are interested, please register 
on 9604 8927 or email admin@mibp.org.au 

Charitable Works Fund  

We thank those who contributed 
generously to this appeal.  We’re 
still accepting donations, please 
drop into the 2nd collection. 
Thank you. 

The Lion Pilgrimage  9 July - 23 July 2026 
A Young Adults (20-35yrs) Pilgrimage With A Difference 
Are you wanting to make an impact? Contribute to the 
development of Australia? Make it a better country? A free and 
fair country?  The Lion Pilgrimage is for you. 
It aims to form future, emerging leaders who feel the call to rise 
above the pursuit of power and money, and to serve our country 
in public and political life. 
The Lion Pilgrimage will help deepen faith, make lasting 
connections, encounter the saints and influencers who have 
changed history, and to enjoy the sights, food and wine of Italy. 
Go to: www.thelionpilgrimage.com 
Bishop Tony Percy 

Fr. Justin Torres, a priest of the Oblate Apostles 
of the Two Hearts of Jesus and Mary, will 
celebrate a Healing Mass at Mary Immaculate 
Church, Bossley Park, at 10.00 a.m. on Monday, 
22nd June, and at 6.00 p.m. on Sunday, 28th June.  

Fr. Justin has established a place in the hearts of 
many Australians as he shares his ministry of 

Discernment and Healing from Jesus, through the intercession of 
Our Lady of Guadalupe, and emphasises the Love of Jesus and 
Mary for all. We urge you to bring your family and friends to 
experience this beautiful occasion. 

From the Liturgy Office…. 

Risen Lord and Ruling King  

The Ascension of the Lord Year A 
celebrates the moment when Jesus 
returned to the Father. It is a joyful 
reminder that his mission on earth 
was complete, but his care for us 
continues. The disciples saw him lifted up into heaven, yet 
his promise to be with them always gave them courage. 

This feast reminds us that Jesus is now seated at the right 
hand of God. He reigns as King over all the earth. His 
authority is above every power and ruler. Even though we 
cannot see him, he is still guiding his Church and giving us 
strength through the Holy Spirit. 

Today’s feast also calls us to action. Jesus gave his 
followers a mission to go into the whole world. We are sent 
to share his message, to baptize, and to teach others to 
follow him. His words are for us today just as they were for 
the first disciples. (Sourced from Young Catholics) 

PENTECOST SUNDAY (23/24 May)  

A reminder that next weekend is the feast of 
Pentecost which marks the conclusion of the 
Easter season in the Christian calendar and 
celebrates the descent of the Holy Spirit on 
the Apostles. It is considered to be the 
birthday of the Church. Therefore, everyone 

is invited to come to Mass dressed in RED so that we may 
all celebrate the liturgical colour of Pentecost.  

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL in DIFFERENT LANGUAGES 

We still have some places at Sat 6pm and 8am Masses for 
those who wish to pray a Prayer of the Faithful in their own 
language. If you wish to help, please write your name on 
the clipboard in the foyer. You will be contacted to 
organise your prayer. For any further queries, please 
contact Rita Cordina on 96096087.  

Thank you and God bless. 
Rita Cordina (Liturgy and Music Coordinator) 

Pope’s Prayer Intentions for May 2026 
That everyone might have food. 

Let us pray that everyone, from large producers to small 
consumers, be committed to avoid wasting food, and to 
ensure that everyone has access to quality food. 



SMASH REPAIRS 
www.westfieldsmash.com.au 

FRANK SPAGNOLO 
Managing Director 

20-22 Tangerine Street, Fairfield NSW 2165 
Smash repairer for all major leading  

insurance companies. 
Ph : (02)9726 8866  

Frank Mob: 0412 305 506 
24 Hr Towing 9757 2666 

We We focus on Business and Family Law,               
with experience in all areas.                                           

Led by principal  Susan Dinkha, who has served the 
community for over 20 years, delivering legal advice 

with quality, integrity and dependability,  

Susan Dinkha Solicitor 

310 Prairievale Rd           Phone: 9604 6470    
Prairiewood  2176      Fax: 9729 0259        

info@emmaus.com.au  
www.emmaus.com.au 

Please support our sponsors 
who support us. Thank you! 

available for $2 

Consent to Film and Photograph a child/
children in the Parish :   

As a general rule, no consent is required 
to photograph or film groups of 10 or 
more children (where they are not 
identified by name). However, for one 
child or a group of less than 10 children, 
a general consent form should be 
obtained by a parent/guardian.   

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney: 
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The 
appropriate people to deal with crimes are the 
police. If you or anyone you know, have 
been abused, please contact the police. 
Alternatively, you can contact the 
Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office 
at (02) 9390 5810 or  
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.     
You may also want to speak to your Parish 
Priest who will be able to provide support 
and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal 
obligation to report crimes to the police. 

Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter Weekend 

at Mt Carmel 
Retreat Centre, 

Varroville 

19-21 June 2026 

For bookings: 

Contact: Christine & Terry 
Mahony on 0490 774 419  

Email: 
nswbookings@wwme.org.au 

Online: wwme.org.au 

PENCIL BOX LEARNING 
Lynette Cucinotta 
LL.B., Dip.Leg.Prac., M.Teach.(Hons) 
Grad.Cert.Learn.Diff.Supp.Teach 
 

READING AND LITERACY TUTOR 
Tel: 0421 773 120 
 
 
Suite 12/37 Spencer St.      
Fairfield NSW 2165  
E: pencilboxlearning@outlook.com 

Advertising 
space 

available 
9604 8927 

admin@mibp.org.au 
The Sistine Chapel Immersive 
Exhibition is coming to Sydney 
and runs until 19 July 2026 on 
the St Mary’s Cathedral 
forecourt. This is a rare and 
unique opportunity to enter 
further into the story of 
salvation through sacred art and 
the use of immersive 
technology. This is also a great 
opportunity to make a parish 
outing. All are welcome to 
attend.  


