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5th Sunday of Lent/A 
1st Week of Passiontide 

    22ND MARCH 2026 

Gospel Reading     John 11:1-45 

Our Gospel on this day, the fifth Sunday of Lent, is again 
taken from the Gospel according to John.  The reading from 
John continues the break from Cycle A’s focus on the Gospel 
of Matthew.  Today’s Gospel reading recounts another sign, or 
miracle, found in John’s Gospel, the raising of Lazarus.  As our 
catechumens move closer to the celebration of their Baptisms 
at the Triduum, today’s reading invites us to reflect upon 
what it means to call Jesus the Resurrection and the life. 

The context for the story of the raising of Lazarus is the 
Jewish leaders’ growing animosity toward Jesus.  Jesus has 
been in Jerusalem, taking part in the feast of the Dedication, 
which we have come to know as Hanukkah.  The people have 
been pressing him to declare plainly whether he is the 
Messiah. Jesus tells them to look to his works, which testify 
to his coming from God.  Many do not believe Jesus, however, 
and some try to stone him for blasphemy. 

Into this scene of confrontation, Mary and Martha, the sisters 
of Lazarus, send word to Jesus that his friend is ill.  Jesus is 
said to love Mary, Martha, and Lazarus, but he delays his 
journey for two days.  The delay heightens the drama and 
shows Jesus’ obedience to God, who is to be glorified through 
Lazarus’s resurrection.  When Jesus finally declares that he 
will journey to Bethany, his disciples fear for his life.  Thomas 
declares that he and the other disciples should prepare to die 
with Jesus. 

The scene described at Bethany is a sad one.  Martha meets 
Jesus weeping and saying that if Jesus had been there, 
Lazarus would not have died.  Yet she remains confident that 
God will do whatever Jesus asks.  Martha affirms her belief 
that there will be a resurrection of the dead in the last 
days.  Then Martha’s sister, Mary, comes to Jesus with the 
same confidence, saying that Jesus could have cured 
Lazarus.  Jesus asks to be brought to Lazarus’s tomb where 
he prays and calls Lazarus out from the tomb.  At this sign, 
many come to believe in Jesus, but others take word of the 
miracle to the Jewish authorities, who begin their plans for 
Jesus’ death. 

Set against the backdrop of Jesus’ impending death, many 
elements of the raising of Lazarus foreshadow the good news 
of Jesus’ own Resurrection.  Jesus, facing the conflict with 
the Jewish authorities, acts in complete obedience to God.  In 
raising Lazarus, Jesus shows his power over death so that 
when Jesus dies, those who believe in him might remember 
that and take hope.  Just as Jesus calls for the stone to be 
rolled away from Lazarus’s tomb, so too will the disciples find 
the stone rolled away from Jesus’ tomb. 

With our catechumens preparing for their Baptism at Easter, 
the Gospel today calls us to reflect on Baptism as a dying and 
rising with Jesus.  In Baptism we die to sin’s power over us, 
rising as children of God. In Baptism we join ourselves with 
Christ, who conquered death once and for all so that we who 
believe in him may have eternal life.  With Martha and Mary, 
we are called to profess our belief that Jesus is indeed the 
Resurrection and the life. 

This is the first week of Passiontide, known as Hebdomas 
Passionis or Passion Week, begins on Passion Sunday (5th 
Sunday of Lent) and acts as a direct preparation for Holy 
Week. It is characterized by the veiling of crosses and statues 
in violet to emphasize the solemnity of Christ’s suffering, 
leading into the final two weeks of Lent.   
We thank Joe Agostino, Michael Pisano & Pepe Borbe for 
mowing the lawns. 
 
Fr Danai 
Parish Priest 

We acknowledge the Dharug People, traditional custodians of this land.  May we walk gently and respectfully upon the land. 

Catholic Parish of Mary Immaculate,  Bossley Park 
Striving to be “A Loving, Caring, Christian Community” 

Phone 9604 8927/96096087  Email :  admin@mibp.org.au    

PARISH CLERGY 
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Rev Mr Mervyn Francis, Parish Deacon     
 admin@mibp.org.au   
PRIESTS' HOUSE 
     110 Mimosa Road, Bossley Park NSW  2176 
     Tel:  9604 8927                            
     Fax: 9729 2128      Web: www.mibp.org.au 
Aspirant to the Permanent Diaconate: Mr Tivoli Vaiotu 
PARISH SECRETARY (Admin/Accounts)    
    Mrs Maria Cabiling  Tel: 9604 8927    admin@mibp.org.au  
    Office Hours:  Mondays-Fridays 9:30am-4:00pm   
LITURGY OFFICE  (Liturgy & Music Coordinator) 
     Mrs Rita Cordina Tel: 9609 6087       liturgy@mibp.org.au          
     Office Hours: Tuesdays & Wednesdays 9:00am-3:00pm.    
FILIPINO CHAPLAIN 
    Rev Fr Nards Mercene           menardo.mercene@gmail.com 
    Resides next to the Priests' House  Tel: 9604 5512  
HOSPITAL CHAPLAINS Fairfield Parish 0488 693 482 
MARY IMMACULATE PRIMARY SCHOOL 
    Mrs Beverly Coffey, Principal 
   142 Restwell Road, Bossley Park 
    Tel: 9604 3877   Fax: 9609 4988     
SUNDAY MASSES 
     Vigil Saturday 6:00pm 
     Sunday  8:00am  10:00am   6:00pm 
     Filipino Mass at 11am on 12 April  
     Italian Mass at 11:00am on 26 April (Refreshments after) 
WEEKDAY MASSES   Mondays   9:10am Communion service 
               Tuesdays - Fridays  9:10am Mass  
RITE OF RECONCILIATION 
      Saturdays between 5:00pm and 5:30pm or after any    
      weekday Mass or by appointment. Conducted in either  
      the Confessional Area or in an  open space within the  
      clear line of sight of another adult.  
EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 
      Every Thursday after the 9:10am Mass for an hour. 
ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
      Every 1st Friday of the month during the 9:10am Mass  
BAPTISMS By appointment only. Baptisms are celebrated on    
      the 1st and 3rd Sundays and all Saturdays at 11:00am. 
MARRIAGES  By appointment at least 6 months notice. 

Thought of the Week 

“Time is not our own, and we must give 
a strict account of it.” 

~ St. Turibius of Mogrovejo  
(Feast Day 23 March) 

Next baptismal information  
evening will be on  

Wednesday, 15th April, 7:30pm  
at the Parish centre.  
Booking is essential. 



  

 

 

Parish Diary 
We pray for…                                                  
Our sick:    Antonio Terrano, Chito Redoblado, Richard, 
Mirjana,Rosanda, Neli, Alexandra, Viki, Zora Florani, Gino Biordi, 
Karim Yousif, Daniela, Dusica, Albert Carbonell, Minda Robles, 
Chito Redoblado, Nancy & Jeremy Cassar, Alexandra, Teresa, 
Nina Meucci, Nadina Di Marzio, Niko, Matthew Lagang, Jagoda, 
Micheal, Severiano Juan, Caleb Carr, Sabrina DiMarzio, Antonio 
Terrano, Tony Surace, Benito Di Marzio, Dragan, Goran, Darko 
Bruftaj, Ana, Dusica, Felipe Clarete, Manny Cruz, Roni Feraty, 
Maria Sipina, Michael & Pam Martin, Catherine Cordina, Sam & 
Teresa  Barbara, Edwina Borg, Bernadetta Russo,  (Names will 
be removed from the sick list after 3 months unless Parish 
Office is notified otherwise).  
Please keep in your prayers the soul of the Recently deceased: 
Esclavitud Moledo, Cecilia Jehle, Milan Lozina, Mary Bradbury, 
Steven Suplat, Ula Lass, Jojo Eugenio, Grace Tate, Douglas 
Jacks, Anthony Bennett, Anne Maree Meli, Leodegaria Niepes, 
John Joseph Ius, Darren Mack, Rita Francis, Micheal Sofia, 
Generoso Dela Pena, Mare Vassalo, Gino Simonetta,   Diosdada 
Paunlagui Penollar, Gina Schembri, Janyn Sarsonas Vega, Edna 
Patsy Lopes, Claire O’Brien, Rorie Dizon, Margaret Liao, Nellie 
Aguilan, Emmanuel Vella, Nelson Amit, Thelma Ruba, Lucy 
O’Brien, Ivan Zuza, Rita Bezzina, Joseph Perrone, Geoffrey 
Williams, Regina Ellis, Celina Colaco, Danilo De Leon, and those 
whose Anniversaries occur at this time:  Bruno Manea, Jose 
Antonio Perez, Zvart Dawood, Concepcion Belen Other deceased 
including:  Fr Denis Foley, Peter Sanfilippo, Nestor Belen, 
Annette Attard, Tommy Wehbe, Rolando Olano, Vincenzo Peci, 
Antonio Pelli, Victor Busuttil, Angela Svircevic, Bruno Manea, 
Lily Prisk, Donald Vertley, Guido Soligo, Renza Martignago, 
Sandro Oselli, Giuseppe Varrica, Felicetta Todaro, Anita Wilson, 
Anto, Edwin Zammit, Gloria Gitz, Massimo Baroni, Francesco 
Papalia, Mariano & Antonina Sinacori, Virginia Lagang, Katica 
Brizgala, Catalina Bautista, Domingo Baltero, Mario Todaro, 
Lawis Adam, Miriam Busuttil,  Saba, Barbara, Tommy, & Joseph 
Wehbe, Agata Laneri, Stefano Cantele, Denis DeMartin, Paul 
Svetko, Carmen, Paterno Sr, Medel & Hernando Clarete, 
Armando Nato Florio, Conor Dinan, Margaret Bastic, Gaetano & 
Agnes Cordina, Giuseppe Genua, Nicolina Lucci, Antonio Lucci, 
Tullio Lucci, Amparo Juan, Rocco Leuzzi, Concetta Papalia, 
Maria Agostino, Rita Edge, Gavin Mack, Carole Robertson,  
Daniel O’Connell, Derrick Mack,  Grant & Maizie Colomb, Joseph 
Francis, Vincenzo, Antonio & Francesca Bugge, Michele Fedele, 
Benjamin Penollar, Tom & Patrick Anderson, Vincenzo, 
Domenica, Carmelo & Maria Oliveri, Vincenzo Bugge, Antonio & 
Giovanna Fedele, Vince Fedele, Giuseppa Oliveri, Antonino Vella, 
Mariantonia Pisano, Vincenzo & Anna Peci, Bertilla Soligo, 
Guido, Marcello & Elsa Soligo, Domenico Soligo, Marcello & 
Angela Seraglio,  all departed souls in the families of  Oselli & 
Biordi families, Colomb & Mack & Bulner, Pontello, Smith, 
Sernagiotto,  Dela Victoria, Penollar, Soligo & Certali,  Seraglio, 
Zammit families & all Souls in Purgatory.     

May they rest in peace. 

Other Intentions : Maria Bugge, Sipina, Pastuovic, Radman, 
Custic, Diklic families 

Monday                 
23rd March 

St Turibius de Mogrovejo 

9:10am   Communion Service 

10:00am Praise & Worship -Italian 

7:00pm   RCIA 

Tuesday                 
24th March 

9:10am  Mass 

4:30pm  Legion of Mary 

6:00pm  Ministers of the Word Practice 

6:30pm  Choir 

7:00pm  Lenten Programme 

7:00pm  Praise & Worship –English 

Wednesday            
25th March 

The Annunciation of the Lord 

9:10am  Mass-Whole School 

9:40am  Rosary 

10:30am Funeral-Esclavitud Moledo  

1:30pm   Funeral-Cecilia Jehle 

5:15pm  Practice for Stations of the Cross  

Thursday                 
26th March 

9:10am Mass  

Followed by 1 hour Adoration 

7:00pm   Reconciliation for Lent 

Friday                 
27th March 

8:30am   Confession/Stations of the Cross  

9:10am   Mass 

9:40am   Divine Mercy Rosary 

3:15pm   Prayer group 

7:00pm   Stations of the Cross  

7:30pm   Praise & Worship-JHPC  

7:30pm   Disciples of the SH of Jesus 

Saturday                      
28th March 

11:00am Baptism  

5:00pm   Reconciliation              

6:00pm   Vigil Mass 

Sunday                    
29th March 

Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 
8:00am    Mass 
10:00am  Mass 

6:00pm    Mass  

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA):                              
Are you, or do you know someone who is, interested in 
joining the Catholic Church? The RCIA is the Catholic 
Church’s way of welcoming new members. It is a 
learning and loving process in which conversion of the 
heart brings one to Jesus Christ.   
For more enquiries, please contact the Parish on 9604 
8927 or email admin@mibp.org.au. 

5th Sunday of Lent/1st Week of Passiontide 

1st Reading 
Ezek 37:12-14 
I shall put my spirit in you, and 
you will live. 

Responsorial 
Psalm 

With the Lord there is mercy 
and fullness of redemption. 

2nd Reading 

Rom 8:8-11 
If the Spirit of him who raised 
Jesus from the dead is living in 
you, then he will give life to 
your own mortal bodies. 

Gospel 
Jn 11:1-45 
I am the resurrection and the 
life. 

Palm Sunday of 
the Passion of the 
Lord/2nd Week of 

Passiontide 

Is 50:4-7 
Phil 2:6-11 
Mt 26:14-27:66 

Lent 2026 
Lenten Reflection for adults—led by Deacon Mervyn      
          Tuesdays at 7pm  
Lenten Reflection for the youth—led by Tivoli         
          Tuesdays at 7pm 
Stations of the Cross every Friday at 8:30am & 7pm 
28/29 March—Palm Sunday (all Masses) 
26 March—Confession 7pm 
2 April    —Holy Thursday 7pm 
3 April   —Friday of the Passion of the Lord 
 10am Morning Prayer followed by the Stations of 
 the Cross 
 1pm   Filipino Liturgy 
 4pm   Celebration of the Lord’s Passion & 
 Veneration of the Cross  
4 April Easter Vigil—Morning Prayer at 10am followed by 
 Blessing of Easter foods. 
 Easter Vigil Mass at 6pm with blessing of Easter 
 fire, lighting of Paschal Candle & procession. 
5 April—Easter Sunday—8am, 10am, 12pm 
 No 6pm Mass   



 

 

 

Reminder : 
   1.  Please remember the presence of Jesus in the Tabernacle. 
Also, we should respect the people who pray in the Church 
before and after the Holy Mass. So please, DO NOT TALK and 
switch mobile phones to off or silent whilst in the Church.  
   2. Gluten Free Host -  available and can be requested before 
the Mass. 

Palm Sunday 
28/29 March 2026 

 Vigil    
6pm 

Sun    
8am 

Sun    
10am 

Sun     
6pm 

Commentator 

Minister of the  
Word 

J Cordina 

E Sadsad 

C La Delfa 

M Tran 

S Cabiling 

S Cabiling 

C Stanislas 

E Russo 

EMHC F Di Marco 
S Bosnjak 
 

N Lozina 
A maiuolo 
 

E Ventura 
M&A  
Abogado 

T Corpus 
L Bykowski 

 

Data Proj/ 

 Musician 

G&M    
Johnson 
Choir 

Volunteer 

M Vargas  

R&G Sarte 

D Redoblado 

S Stanislas 

Altar  
Servers 

M Kouza 

S Borbe 

L Yaquona 

N Kudadi 

T&M Mico 

K Liang 

B Rice 

I&C Sofia 

F Attalah 

O Malek 

J Toma 

G Sarte 

M&E Bahno 

O Andrijic 

V Nicolas 

E&A Fleita 

MiNicolaou 

T Navarro 

K Taylor 

Piety Stall C Johnson Volunteer F Varrica A Morandarte 

Counter:  
Group 5 

M&E Frijas 

A Grima 

T Abaquita-
Niepes 

 

Altar  
Linen:       
C Johnson 

Flowers:  
No flowers 
during Lent 

Cleaners:        
Group 4 
Disciples c/o 
Mon Gaspi 

 

Project Compassion :                                   

Your generosity through Project Compassion this 
year empowers some of the world’s most 
vulnerable people to build better lives for 
themselves, their families, and their communities. 
Kindly drop off your Project Compassion donation 
to the Parish office or give it to Fr. Danai.   

Pilgrimages 2026                                

Pilgrimages to Saint’s of France including 
Lourdes on the 13-24 April (12 days) &        

28 Sept-9 Oct. (12 days)                     

For booking/ enquiries : pp@mibp.org.au or  
text 0417 259 617.  

ENROLMENTS FOR YEAR 7, 2028                       
ATTENTION:  PARENTS/GUARDIANS                   

OF YEAR 5 STUDENTS 

Enrolments for Year 7, 2028 for Freeman Catholic College has 
now opened.  Families can now submit their child’s High 
School enrolment on the Compass portal.                                                                  
CLOSING DATE IS FRIDAY-27th MARCH, 2026                    
Any enrolments after this day will be considered late. 

Holy Thursday Visitation of the Seven Churches 
– Thursday 2 April 2026  

These booklets will be distributed to parishes in 
the week prior to Palm Sunday along with 

posters for each area listing the churches with 
an Altar of Repose.  

Sacrament of First Reconciliation 2026                                                   
Check Group allocation, Collection of 
workbook & bible-18th/19th April  
Catechists formation meeting— 30th April 
Sessions will commence in May. 

From the Liturgy Office…. 

Fifth Sunday of Lent 
New Life from Dry Places 

The 5th Sunday of Lent Year A 
brings us one of the most 
powerful stories in the Gospel of 
John. Jesus raises Lazarus from 
the dead. This story helps us remember that even when 
everything feels lost, God can still bring life. Jesus shows 
He has power over death and that He brings hope to 
those who trust Him. 

In the first reading from Ezekiel, we hear about dry 
bones coming back to life. This reminds us that God 
never forgets His people. Even in dark times, He gives 
His Spirit to bring us back to life and lead us home. 

The psalm is a cry for mercy. It reminds us that God 
listens when we call. And the reading from Romans 
teaches that the Spirit of God gives life to our bodies, 
just as it did for Jesus. 

On the 5th Sunday of Lent Year A, we are asked to 
trust in God’s promise. Even in sorrow or loss, He can 
raise us up. 

 (Sourced from Young Catholics) 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION:  
An important Meeting for all Ministers of the Word that 

will be reading the Passion on Palm Sunday  
and/or readings at the Triduum Masses (Holy Thursday, 
Good Friday and Easter Vigil) will be held on Tuesday 
24th March at 5:45pm. Practice for the Stations of the 

Cross on Wednesday 25th March at 5:15pm. 

Thank you and God bless. 

Rita Cordina (Liturgy and Music Coordinator) 

Pope’s Prayer Intentions for March 2026 
For disarmament and peace. 

Let us pray that nations move toward effective 
disarmament, particularly nuclear disarmament, and 
that world leaders choose the path of dialogue and 
diplomacy instead of violence. 



SMASH REPAIRS 
www.westfieldsmash.com.au 

FRANK SPAGNOLO 
Managing Director 

20-22 Tangerine Street, Fairfield NSW 2165 
Smash repairer for all major leading  

insurance companies. 
Ph : (02)9726 8866  

Frank Mob: 0412 305 506 
24 Hr Towing 9757 2666 

We We focus on Business and Family Law,               
with experience in all areas.                                           

Led by principal  Susan Dinkha, who has served the 
community for over 20 years, delivering legal advice 

with quality, integrity and dependability,  

Susan Dinkha Solicitor 

310 Prairievale Rd           Phone: 9604 6470    
Prairiewood  2176      Fax: 9729 0259        

info@emmaus.com.au  
www.emmaus.com.au 

Please support our sponsors 
who support us. Thank you! 

available for $2 

Consent to Film and Photograph a child/
children in the Parish :   

As a general rule, no consent is required 
to photograph or film groups of 10 or 
more children (where they are not 
identified by name). However, for one 
child or a group of less than 10 children, a 
general consent form should be obtained 
by a parent/guardian.   

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney: 
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The 
appropriate people to deal with crimes are the 
police. If you or anyone you know, have 
been abused, please contact the police. 
Alternatively, you can contact the 
Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office 
at (02) 9390 5810 or  
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.     
You may also want to speak to your Parish 
Priest who will be able to provide support 
and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal 
obligation to report crimes to the police. 

Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter Weekend 

at Mt Carmel 
Retreat Centre, 

Varroville 

19-21 June 2026 

For bookings: 

Contact: Christine & Terry 
Mahony on 0490 774 419  

Email: 
nswbookings@wwme.org.au 

Online: wwme.org.au 

PENCIL BOX LEARNING 
Lynette Cucinotta 
LL.B., Dip.Leg.Prac., M.Teach.(Hons) 
Grad.Cert.Learn.Diff.Supp.Teach 
 

READING AND LITERACY TUTOR 
Tel: 0421 773 120 
 
 
Suite 12/37 Spencer St.      
Fairfield NSW 2165  
E: pencilboxlearning@outlook.com 



 

 

 

Mary Immaculate Parish,  
Bossley Park 

LENTEN   
SCHEDULE 2026 

All are invited to attend the  
Lenten  Reflection  to be  led by Deacon Mervyn &  

Lenten Program for the Youth (18-30s) to be led by Tivoli 
Every Tuesday at 7:00pm in the Parish  Centre, provides an opportuni-
ty for the faithful to come together to pray and prepare for the Passion, 
Death, and Resurrection of  Christ,  using the Lenten Companion avail-
able in the foyer. 
Stations of  the Cross –Every Friday throughout Lent  
                       at 8:30am (followed by Lenten Reflection)  
                       and 7:00pm in the Church. 
28/29 March—Passion (Palm) Sunday                                                                             
Procession of  Palms into the Church                                                             
Masses:  Vigil 6:00pm   Sunday 8:00am, 10:00am, 6:00pm 
26 March—Confession for Lent - 7pm-8pm 
2 April—Holy Thursday                                                                                  
Celebration of  the Mass of  the Lord’s Supper at 7:00pm followed by 
Adoration at the Altar of  Repose until 11:00pm 
3 April—Friday of  the Passion of  the Lord         
    10:00am - Morning Prayer  
    10.30am - Stations of  the Cross 
    1:00pm - Filipino Liturgy   
    4:00pm - Celebration of  the Lord’s Passion & Veneration of  the Cross                                  
4 April—Easter Vigil—Holy Saturday  
Morning Prayer at 10am followed by the Blessing of  Easter foods.       
Easter Vigil commencing at 6pm with the Blessing of  Easter Fire, 
Lighting of  the Paschal Candle & procession into the Church.                                                                 
5 April—Easter Sunday of  the Resurrection of  the Lord                
Mass times: 8:00am, 10:00am, 12pm (Laos Community) 
              Note : No 6pm Mass 
  



  

 

 


