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3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time/A 
    25TH JANUARY 2026 

Gospel Reading     Matthew 4:12-23 

This Sunday’s Gospel describes the beginning of 
Jesus’ public ministry.  In the Gospels of 
Matthew, Mark, and Luke (called the Synoptic 
Gospels), Jesus’ public ministry begins after his 
baptism by John the Baptist and after his 
retreat to the desert where he was tempted by 
the devil.  When Jesus returns from the desert, 
he hears that John has been arrested.  

The first part of today’s Gospel places Jesus’ 
ministry in the context of the writings of the 
prophet, Isaiah.  Matthew wants to show that 
Jesus is the fulfilment of the prophecies given 
to the people of Israel, and he refers to Isaiah to 
do so.  Isaiah says that the Messiah will begin 
his ministry in Galilee, the land of the 
Gentiles.  When Jesus begins to preach in 
Galilee, Matthew points to his ministry as a 
fulfilment of Isaiah’s prophecy, proof that Jesus 
is the Messiah. 

When Jesus called his first disciples, the Gospel 
tells us that the fishermen (Peter and Andrew, 
James and John) dropped everything to follow 
Jesus immediately.  Yet this Gospel tells us 
little about the prior experience that the 
fishermen had of Jesus.  Did they know 
him?  Had they heard him preach?  What kind 
of person must Jesus have been to invoke such 
a response?  We can imagine that Jesus was a 
powerful presence to elicit a response as 
immediate and complete as these first disciples 
gave. 

The Gospel concludes with a description of the 
ministry that Jesus begins in Galilee.  Jesus 
inaugurates the Kingdom of God with his 
work.  He teaches in the synagogue and 
preaches the kingdom.  His ability to cure 
people’s diseases and illness is a sign of the 
kingdom.  In Jesus’ ministry, we already begin 
to see the Kingdom of God among us. 

 
There will be a Mass on Monday, 26th January, 
Australia Day. Liturgical Ministers are needed. If 
you can help, please write your name and 
contact number on the clipboard in the Church 
foyer. Thank you.  
 
Fr Danai 
Parish Priest 

We acknowledge the Dharug People, traditional custodians of this land.  May we walk gently and respectfully upon the land. 
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PARISH CLERGY 
Rev Fr Danai Penollar, Parish Priest          
 pp@mibp.org.au 
Rev Mr Mervyn Francis, Parish Deacon     
 admin@mibp.org.au   
PRIESTS' HOUSE 
     110 Mimosa Road, Bossley Park NSW  2176 
     Tel:  9604 8927                            
     Fax: 9729 2128      Web: www.mibp.org.au 
Aspirant to the Permanent Diaconate: Mr Tivoli Vaiotu 
PARISH SECRETARY (Admin/Accounts)    
    Mrs Maria Cabiling  Tel: 9604 8927    admin@mibp.org.au  
    Office Hours:  Mondays-Fridays 9:30am-4:00pm   
LITURGY OFFICE  (Liturgy & Music Coordinator) 
     Mrs Rita Cordina Tel: 9609 6087       liturgy@mibp.org.au          
     Office Hours: Tuesdays & Wednesdays 9:00am-3:00pm.    
FILIPINO CHAPLAIN 
    Rev Fr Nards Mercene           menardo.mercene@gmail.com 
    Resides next to the Priests' House  Tel: 9604 5512  
HOSPITAL CHAPLAINS Fairfield Parish 0488 693 482 
MARY IMMACULATE PRIMARY SCHOOL 
    Mrs Beverly Coffey, Principal 
   142 Restwell Road, Bossley Park 
    Tel: 9604 3877   Fax: 9609 4988     
SUNDAY MASSES 
     Vigil Saturday 6:00pm 
     Sunday  8:00am  10:00am   6:00pm 
     On the second Sunday of each month at 11:00am      
     Mass, celebrated in Filipino.  
     Italian Mass at 11:00am on 22 Feb, 22 March 
WEEKDAY MASSES   Mondays   9:10am Communion service  
              Tuesdays - Fridays  9:10am Mass  
RITE OF RECONCILIATION 
      Saturdays between 5:00pm and 5:30pm or after any    
      weekday Mass or by appointment. Conducted in either  
      the Confessional Area or in an  open space within the  
      clear line of sight of another adult.  
EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 
      Every Thursday after the 9:10am Mass for an hour. 
ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
      Every 1st Friday of the month during the 9:10am Mass  
BAPTISMS By appointment only. Baptisms are celebrated on    
      the 1st and 3rd Sundays and all Saturdays at 11:00am. 
MARRIAGES  By appointment at least 6 months notice. 

Thought of the Week   
"To one who has faith, no explanaƟon is 

necessary. To one without faith, no 
explanaƟon is possible.” 
~St Thomas Aquinas                                   

Feast Day—28  January 



  

 

 

Parish Diary 
We pray for…                                                  
Our sick:    Nancy & Jeremy Cassar, Niko, Matthew Lagang, 
Jagoda, Micheal, Severiano Juan, Caleb Carr, Sabrina DiMarzio, 
Antonio Terrano, Tony Surace, Samantha Thorn, Alexander 
Zanardo, Antonio Terrano, Benito Di Marzio, Dragan, Goran, 
Darko Bruftaj, Ana, Dusica, Amelia Montesa, Dusica, Melissa 
Sanders, Abelardo Baluyot Jr, Josipa, Felipe Clarete, Bore, 
Dusica, Stefica, Suzana, Manny Cruz, Roni Feraty, Maria 
Sipina, Michael & Pam Martin, Catherine Cordina, Sam & 
Teresa  Barbara, Edwina Borg, Bernadetta Russo,  (Names will 
be removed from the sick list after 3 months unless Parish 
Office is notified otherwise).  
Please keep in your prayers the soul of the Recently deceased: 
Darren Mack, Rita Francis, Steven Suplat, Mare Vassalo, Gino 
Simonetta,   Diosdada Paunlagui Penollar, Gina Schembri, 
Janyn Sarsonas Vega, Edna Patsy Lopes, Claire O’Brien, Rorie 
Dizon, Margaret Liao, Nellie Aguilan, Emmanuel Vella, Nelson 
Amit, Thelma Ruba, Lucy O’Brien, Ivan Zuza, Rita Bezzina, 
Joseph Perrone, Geoffrey Williams, Regina Ellis, Celina Colaco, 
Danilo De Leon, Nelson Torno, Frank Grech, Steven Suplat, and 
those whose Anniversaries occur at this time:  Carmen, 
Paterno Sr, Medel & Hernando Clarete, Armando Nato Florio, 
Conor Dinan, Margaret Bastic Other deceased including:  
Gaetano & Agnes Cordina, Giuseppe Genua, Joseph Mifsud, 
Bernard Gitz, Armando Nato Florio, Reynaldo Morales, Grgur 
Pastuovic, Mile Baricevic, Vinko Zovko, Emmanuel Attard, 
Joseph Fenech, Levis Borg, Diego Cabardo Oclarit, Paul Black, 
Aladar Saaghy, Wendy Marshall-Ward, Rosario & Rosaria 
Papalia, Francesco, Giuseppa, Rocco & Concetta Leuzzi, Joseph 
& Josephine Zerafa, Helen Zerafa , Mary Jane Grech, Domenico 
Marando, Leonardo Mariano Frijas, Gladys Perez, Siteri 
Hailstone, Nicolina Lucci, Ludina Cruz, Tomislav Bakic, 
Francesco Marando, Ivan Lozina, Antonio Lucci, Tullio Lucci, 
Amparo Juan, Victoria Moog, Sime Bakic Vincent Dinan, 
Angela Taurino, Luigi-DeLorenzo family, Rocco Leuzzi, 
Concetta Papalia, Maria Agostino, Rita Edge, Gavin Mack, 
Carole Robertson,  Daniel O’Connell, Massimo Baroni,  Derrick 
Mack, Saverio Laria, Orazio Di Marco, Rita Zammit,  Arlette 
D’Silva, Nicola Froio, Gilda Pontello, Grant & Maizie Colomb, 
Guido Pontello, Joseph Francis, Vincenzo, Antonio & Francesca 
Bugge, Michele Fedele, Benjamin Penollar, Tom & Patrick 
Anderson, Vincenzo, Domenica, Carmelo & Maria Oliveri, 
Vincenzo Bugge, Antonio & Giovanna Fedele, Vince Fedele, 
Giuseppa Oliveri, Antonino Vella, Mariantonia Pisano, 
Vincenzo & Anna Peci, Bertilla Soligo, Guido, Marcello & Elsa 
Soligo, Domenico Soligo, Marcello & Angela Seraglio,  all 
departed souls in the families of Pastuovic, Sipina, Radman, 
Yulicic, Colomb & Mack & Bulner, Pontello, Smith, Sernagiotto,  
Dela Victoria, Penollar, Soligo & Certali, Borg, Seraglio, 
Zammit families & all Souls in Purgatory.     

May they rest in peace. 

Other Intentions : Maria Bugge, St Anthony, St Jude, St Rita, 
Chantelle, Tarasiewicz Family, Valencia, S Skondro, L Gabriel 

Monday                 
26th January 

Australia Day 

9:10am  Mass  

Tuesday                 
27th January 

Sts Timothy & Titus, St Angela Merici 

9:10am Mass 

4:30pm Legion of Mary 

Wednesday            
28th January 

St Thomas Aquinas 

9:10am Mass 

9:40am Rosary 

Thursday                 
29th January 

9:10am Mass  

Followed by 1 hr Adoration 

 

Friday                 
30th January 

9:10am   Mass 

9:40am   Divine Mercy Rosary 

7:00pm   JHPC Praise & Worship 

Saturday                      
31st January 

St John Bosco 

5:00pm   Reconciliation              

6:00pm   Vigil Mass 

Sunday                    
1st February 

4th Sunday of Ordinary Time 
8:00am    Mass 
10:00am  Mass 

6:00pm    Mass  

Blessed Sacrament is in the church tabernacle. Catholics are asked to show 
reverence and adoration whenever passing in front of the tabernacle, 
where the Eucharist is reserved. This is typically done by genuflecting, 
although if unable, a profound bow from the waist is acceptable.  

3rd Sunday of Ordinary Time 

1st Reading 

Isaiah 8:23-9:3 
In the Galilean country, 
the people have seen a 
great light. 

Responsorial 
Psalm 

The Lord is my light and 
my salvation. 

2nd Reading 

1 Corinthians 1:10-13, 17 
I appeal to you, my 
brothers and sisters, 
make up the differences 
between you. 

Gospel 

Matthew 4:12-23 
He went to Capernaum, 
that the prophecy of 
Isaiah be fulfilled. 

4th Sunday of 
Ordinary Time 

Zephaniah 2:3,3:12-13 
1 Corinthians 1:26-31 
Matthew 5:1-12 

Next baptismal information  
evening will be on  

Wednesday, 18th February, 7:30pm  
at the Parish centre.  
Booking is essential. 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)   

The  RCIA enquiry will resume on the 2nd of 
February, 6pm in the Parish centre. 

If you know someone or if you are 
interested in joining the Catholic Church, 

please contact 9604 8927 or email 
admin@mibp.org.au 

Please pray for our 3 catechumens who will 
be attending the Rite of Election on Sunday,   

22nd February at St Mary’s Cathedral. 

Ash Wednesday  
18th February 2026 

Mass times : 9:10am & 7pm  



 

 

 
4th Sunday of Ordinary Time 

31 Jan—1 Feb 2026 

 Vigil    
6pm 

Sun    
8am 

Sun    
10am 

Sun     
6pm 

Commentator 

Minister of the  
Word 

B Borbe 

B Borbe 

 

C Aranda 

C La Delfa 

B Ventura 

V Pante 

T Seraglio 

F Morandarte 

EMHC E Sadsad 
F DiMarco 
 

Y Dawood 
A Maiuolo 
 

E Ventura 
A Elizes 
T Baltero 
 

R Morandarte 
L Bykowski 
 

Data Proj/ 

 Musician 

J Haddad 

 

Volunteer 

 

R Mannino 

Disciples 

D Maymac 

 

Altar  
Servers 

C Nastasi 

G Agopian 

J Bahbah 

Z&O Bambic 

R Shlanki 

N Magnou 

B Rice 

M Unabia 

F Attalah 

O Malek 

J Toma 

 

A Banbekian 

M& E Bahno 

O Andrijic 

N Mercuri 

R Hurmuz 

 

N Seraglio 

S&Z Zaya 

N Kudadi 

X Bratley 

S&F Slewa 

Piety Stall C Johnson Volunteer F Varrica A Morandarte 

Counter:  
Group 1 

N&P 

Redoblado 

M Dandan 

 

 

Altar  
Linen:       
A Trimboli 

Flowers:  
Group 1 
M Sipina 
L Broudou 

Cleaners:        
Group 8 
M&S Sakaa 
N Younan 
D Tobia 
W Ishag 
J Abdo 
M Liska 
 

 

Pilgrimages 2026                               
Pilgrimages to Saint’s of France including 

Lourdes on the 13-24 April (12 days)                   
28 Sept-9 Oct. (12 days)                     

For booking/ enquiries : pp@mibp.org.au 
or text 0417 259 617.  

Be a Catechist : 

Our Parish is need 
of volunteers/

Catechist to teach 
the Sacraments and 
scriptures in Public 
schools, if you are 
interested, please 
call 9604 8927 or 

email: 
admin@mibp.org.au 

From the Liturgy Office…. 

Walking in the Light 

The 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Year A reminds us that God brings 
light into darkness. We hear the 
words of Isaiah about a people who 
once lived in gloom but now see 
light. This reading shows us that God does not leave us 
alone. He is near, even in hard times. 

In the Gospel, Jesus begins preaching and calling his first 
followers. He brings light to Galilee, a place people often 
forgot. He tells them to turn their lives around and follow 
him. His message is simple but clear: the kingdom of 
heaven is close. 

Saint Paul also speaks to the early Church. He tells them to 
stop fighting and focus on Jesus. It is a good reminder for 
us today. We belong to Christ, not to any group or leader. 

Themes for the 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A 

The readings this weekend highlight Jesus as the light that 
leads people out of darkness. The scriptures show how 
God calls people to unity and invites them to follow Jesus. 

Light in darkness: Isaiah speaks of people walking in 
darkness who see a great light reminding us that Jesus 
brings this light by preaching and healing in Galilee. 

Call to unity: Paul urges the Corinthians to be united and 
not divided because following Jesus means working 
together and not focusing on human leaders. 

Jesus calls disciples: Jesus calls Simon, Andrew, James, 
and John to follow Him. They leave everything behind to 
be with Him. 

Repent and believe: Jesus begins His preaching with a call 
to repentance inviting people to change their ways and 
trust in God. 

God’s plan unfolds: The prophecy in Isaiah is fulfilled in 
Jesus. His presence in Galilee shows that God’s promises 
come true. 

Spreading the good news: Jesus goes from town to town 
preaching and healing showing that the message of 
God’s kingdom is for everyone. 

Therefore, our liturgy for the 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Year A reminds us that God brings light, calls people to 
follow Jesus, and asks for unity. Mostly, it calls all people to 
trust in God’s plan. (Sourced from Young Catholics) 

God bless. 
Rita Cordina (Liturgy and Music Coordinator) 

Pope’s Prayer Intentions for January 2026 
For prayer with the Word of God. 

Let us pray that praying with the Word of God be 
nourishment for our lives and a source of hope in our 
communities, helping us to build a more fraternal and 
missionary Church. 

 

Catechist Sunday 14/15 February 2026 
Catechist Sunday on the 14/15 February,  those 
who have answered the call to be Catechists in 
our local state schools, will celebrate the Rite 

of Commitment and Sending Forth.  



SMASH REPAIRS 
www.westfieldsmash.com.au 

FRANK SPAGNOLO 
Managing Director 

20-22 Tangerine Street, Fairfield NSW 2165 
Smash repairer for all major leading  

insurance companies. 
Ph : (02)9726 8866  

Frank Mob: 0412 305 506 
24 Hr Towing 9757 2666 

We We focus on Business and Family Law,               
with experience in all areas.                                           

Led by principal  Susan Dinkha, who has served the 
community for over 20 years, delivering legal advice 

with quality, integrity and dependability,  

Susan Dinkha Solicitor 

310 Prairievale Rd           Phone: 9604 6470    
Prairiewood  2176      Fax: 9729 0259        

info@emmaus.com.au  
www.emmaus.com.au 

Please support our sponsors 
who support us. Thank you! 

available for $2 

Consent to Film and Photograph a 
child/children in the Parish :   

As a general rule, no consent is 
required to photograph or film groups 
of 10 or more children (where they are 
not identified by name). However, for 
one child or a group of less than 10 
children, a general consent form should 
be obtained by a parent/guardian.   

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney: 
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The 
appropriate people to deal with crimes are the 
police. If you or anyone you know, have 
been abused, please contact the police. 
Alternatively, you can contact the 
Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office 
at (02) 9390 5810 or  
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.     
You may also want to speak to your Parish 
Priest who will be able to provide support 
and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal 
obligation to report crimes to the police. 

Pinegrove burial plots 
for sale 

Rock Garden with 2 x 
Single depth sites, 2 x 
design plaques and 2 x 

Granite Base (Blue Pearl) 
at Calvary 9 (can be 

upgraded to 4 x full body 
burials for a fee) Selling 
at 10% below market 

value 

Call Babe Cruz                  
on  0432 078 640 

PENCIL BOX LEARNING 
Lynette	Cucinotta 
LL.B., Dip.Leg.Prac., M.Teach.(Hons) 
Grad.Cert.Learn.Diff.Supp.Teach 
 

READING	Ćēĉ	LITERACY	TUTOR 
Tel:	0421	773	120 

 
Suite 12/37 Spencer St.      
Fairϐield NSW 2165  
E: pencilboxlearning@outlook.com 

Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter Weekend 

at Mt Carmel 
Retreat Centre, 

Varroville 

19-21 June 2026 

For bookings: 

Contact: Christine & Terry 
Mahony on 0490 774 419  

Email: 
nswbookings@wwme.org.au 

Online: wwme.org.au 

Advertising space 
available 

Contact  9604 8927 
or email 

admin@mibp.org.au 

Advertising space 
available 

Contact  9604 8927  
or email 

admin@mibp.org.au 


