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Third Sunday of Advent/A 
    14TH DECEMBER 2025 

Gospel Reading      Matthew 11:2-11 

The third Sunday of Advent is traditionally 
called Gaudete Sunday.  Gaudete  is the Latin word 
meaning “rejoice.”  This Sunday is so named 
because  “Rejoice”  is the first word in the entrance 
antiphon for today's Mass taken from Philippians 
4:4,5:  “Rejoice in the Lord always;  again I say, 
rejoice!  The Lord is near.”  Some people mark this 
Sunday on their Advent wreath with a pink candle 
instead of a purple candle.  This Sunday is a joyful 
reminder that our salvation is near. 

This week's Gospel Reading continues our Advent 
reflection on the person and message of John the 
Baptist.  Last week we heard John speak about his 
relationship to the coming Messiah, Jesus.  This week, we 
hear Jesus' message to John the Baptist, now in prison, 
about the signs of the kingdom found in Jesus' ministry 
and Jesus' assessment of John's role in the Kingdom of 
God. 

The Gospel of Matthew tells the story of John's arrest in 
chapter 14:3-12.  In today's Gospel, John sends word to 
Jesus from prison, asking if Jesus is the Messiah for 
whom he has been waiting.  Jesus responds by pointing 
to the miracles that he has worked and invites John and 
the other hearers to make their own determination.  In 
his next breath, however, Jesus praises John for his role 
in preparing the way for Jesus.  Then Jesus says that all 
of those who work for the Kingdom of God will be as 
great as John and even 
greater. 

Jesus' message to John about 
the signs of the kingdom 
being performed recalls the 
salvation described by the 
prophet Isaiah.  This passage 
is a reminder that the 
beginning of salvation is 
already mysteriously present 
to us, but also yet to be 
fulfilled. Salvation is already 
in our midst as manifest in 
the miraculous deeds of Jesus 
and in the Church.  But 
salvation is also to be fulfilled in the coming reign of 
God.  Even as we observe our world today, we can find 
glimpses of God's work among us.  Even more, we help to 
prepare the way for God's kingdom by our words and our 
deeds.  This message is indeed a cause for rejoicing. 

We thank  …. 

� Frank Baroni & family for donating the cost of the 
fireworks. 

� All volunteers (school/parish staff, fundraising 
group/Filipino group etc) on last week’s Parish 
feast. Also W Borbe, C Zammit, A Cruz, M&B Cruz,  
for cash donation towards fundraising. 

� Filipino Chaplaincy & Filcos for donating towards 
the aircons. 

� The Italian Prayer Group for donating to the 
church.  

� All the Mary Immaculate children who performed 
last weekend. 

New aircons were installed in the church, if you are able 
to donate, please contact Parish on 9604 8927.  Thank 
you. 

Fr Danai                                                                         

Parish Priest 

We acknowledge the Dharug People, traditional custodians of this land.  May we walk gently and respectfully upon the land. 
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PARISH CLERGY 
Rev Fr Danai Penollar, Parish Priest          pp@mibp.org.au 
Rev Mr Mervyn Francis, Parish Deacon      admin@mibp.org.au   
PRIESTS' HOUSE 
     110 Mimosa Road, Bossley Park NSW  2176 
     Tel:  9604 8927                            
     Fax: 9729 2128      Web: www.mibp.org.au 
Aspirant to the Permanent Diaconate: Mr Tivoli Vaiotu 
PARISH SECRETARY  
(Admin/Accounts)    
    Mrs Maria Cabiling  Tel: 9604 8927    admin@mibp.org.au  
    Office Hours:  Mondays-Fridays 9:30am-4:00pm   
LITURGY OFFICE  (Liturgy & Music Coordinator) 
     Mrs Rita Cordina Tel: 9609 6087       liturgy@mibp.org.au          
     Office Hours: Tuesdays & Wednesdays 9:00am-3:00pm.    
FILIPINO CHAPLAIN 
    Rev Fr Nards Mercene           menardo.mercene@gmail.com 
    Resides next to the Priests' House  Tel: 9604 5512  
HOSPITAL CHAPLAINS Fairfield Parish 0488 693 482 
MARY IMMACULATE PRIMARY SCHOOL 
    142 Restwell Road, Bossley Park 
    Tel: 9604 3877   Fax: 9609 4988 
    Mrs Beverly Coffey, Principal  
SUNDAY MASSES 
     Vigil Saturday 6:00pm 
     Sunday  8:00am  10:00am   6:00pm 
     On the second Sunday of each month at 11:00am      
     Mass, celebrated in Filipino.  
     Italian Mass at 11:00am on 22 Feb, 22 March 
WEEKDAY MASSES   Mondays   9:10am Communion service  
              Tuesdays - Fridays  9:10am Mass  
RITE OF RECONCILIATION 
      Saturdays between 5:00pm and 5:30pm or after any    
      weekday Mass or by appointment. Conducted in either  
      the Confessional Area or in an  open space within the  
      clear line of sight of another adult.  
EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 
      Every Thursday after the 9:10am Mass for an hour. 
ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
      Every 1st Friday of the month during the 9:10am Mass  
BAPTISMS By appointment only. Baptisms are celebrated on    
      the 1st and 3rd Sundays and all Saturdays at 11:00am. 
MARRIAGES  By appointment at least 6 months notice. 

Thought of the Week   

“Those whose hearts are pure are temples of the Holy 
Spirit.”  ~ St Lucy Feast Day 13 Dec 

Your help is needed for  the upcoming Christmas 
Masses. Please sign up on the Helpers Lists  in the 

Church Foyer asap.  For queries, call Rita on 96096087. 



  

 

 

Parish Diary 
We pray for…                                                  
Our sick:     Micheal, Severiano Juan, Caleb Carr, Sabrina 
DiMarzio, Antonio Terrano, Tony Surace, Samantha Thorn, 
Alexander Zanardo, Antonio Terrano, Benito Di Marzio, Dragan, 
Goran, Darko Bruftaj, Mirjana, Ana, Dusica, Amelia Montesa, 
Dusica, Melissa Sanders, Mirjana Petrovic, Harrlow, Edward 
Sokac, Anne Marie, Ethan, Daijela, Jen, Lean, Mark Shad, 
Gregory Joseph Mills, Ana Radocaj, Manda, Joseph Habdas, 
Abelardo Baluyot Jr, Josipa, Florentino Sandoval, Eddy Hrkac, 
Ruby Vargas, Ivan, Diep Truong, Felipe Clarete, Bore, Dusica, 
Stefica, Suzana, Cecilia Felipe, Vivencia Guilham, Damian 
Zekujic, Theresa Cassar, John Briffa, Rose Simic, Manny Cruz, 
Roni Feraty, Maria Sipina, Michael & Pam Martin, Catherine 
Cordina, Sam & Teresa  Barbara, Edwina Borg, Bernadetta Russo,  
(Names will be removed from the sick list after 3 months 
unless Parish Office is notified otherwise).  
Please keep in your prayers the soul of the Recently deceased:    
Diosdada Paunlagui Penollar, Gina Schembri, Claire O’Brien, 
Rorie Dizon, Margaret liao, Nellie Aguilan, Rita Francis, 
Emmanuel Vella, Nelson Amit, Thelma Ruba, Lucy O’Brien, Ivan 
Zuza, Rita Bezzina, Joseph Perrone, Geoffrey Williams, Regina 
Ellis, Celina Colaco, Danilo De Leon, Nelson Torno, Frank Grech, 
Gaspar Vargas, Thelma Ruba, Steven Suplat, Margaret Liao, 
Leah Peters, Laarni Estrada, Antonia Gasparre, Aleksander 
Kandiliotis, Mabel Leone, Richard Donnelly,  Marianna Cinat, 
Fortunato Vocisano, Darren Mack, Irma Di Mascio, Maria 
Agostino, Bill Power, Patricia Miller, Kevin Haswell, Nella 
Colussi, Donald Vertley, Raymond Palmer, John Costa, Aldina 
Gorzanelli, Vince Giordano, Vicente, Annabel Mallari, Carmela 
Andreacchio, Clive Power, Frank Mercuri, Dudley Wilkinson, 
Carmela Bonora, John & Phillip Dwyer, Therese Debono, Caterina 
Paloscia, Rita Edge, Gavin Mack, Carole Robertson,  and those 
whose Anniversaries occur at this time:   Joseph & Josephine 
Zerafa, Helen Zerafa , Mary Jane Grech, Domenico Marando, 
Gaspar Vargas Other deceased including:  Leonardo Mariano 
Frijas, Gladys Perez, Siteri Hailstone, Nicolina Lucci, Ludina 
Cruz, Tomislav Bakic, Francesco Marando, Ivan Lozina, Antonio 
Lucci, Tullio Lucci, Amparo Juan, Victoria Moog, Sime Bakic 
Vincent Dinan, Angela Taurino, Luigi-DeLorenzo family, Rocco 
Leuzzi, Concetta Papalia, Valdemiro Bonfrate, Mario Valenti, 
Peppino & Pina Maisano, Rosa & Tina Demarte, Gina 
Cherrington, Daniel O’Connell, Anka Vukasin, Giuseppe Genuo, 
Mario, Rosa, Rosario Ferraro, Antonio Oliverio, Rolando Olano & 
Purificacion Ortega, Mario & Antonina Sinacori, Massimo 
Baroni,  Leanarei Lazaro, Zosimo Gaspi Sr,  Derrick Mack, Alice 
Byatt-Farrelly, Hugh Farrelly, Shannon Farelly-Murray, Margot 
Farrelly-Payne, Giuseppe Calabro, Ivy & Clifford Fernandes, 
Gloria O’Brien, Carol Clark, Saverio Laria, Orazio Di Marco, 
Franck Marrone, Giuseppe & Giuseppina Rinaldi, Carmelo & 
Filippa Di Marco, Rita Zammit,  Arlette D’Silva, Nicola Froio, 
Gilda Pontello, Grant & Maizie Colomb, Guido Pontello, Joseph 
Francis, Vincenzo, Antonio & Francesca Bugge, Michele Fedele, 
Benjamin Penollar, Tom & Patrick Anderson, Vincenzo, 
Domenica, Carmelo & Maria Oliveri, Vincenzo Bugge, Antonio & 
Giovanna Fedele, Vince Fedele, Giuseppa Oliveri, Antonino Vella, 
Mariantonia Pisano, Vincenzo & Anna Peci, Bertilla Soligo, 
Guido, Marcello & Elsa Soligo, Domenico Soligo, Marcello & 
Angela Seraglio,  all departed souls in the families of Pastuovic, 
Sipina, Colomb & Mack & Bulner, Pontello, Smith, Sernagiotto,  
Dela Victoria, Penollar, Soligo & Certali, Borg, Seraglio, Zammit 
families & all Souls in Purgatory.     

May they rest in peace. 

Other Intentions : Maria Bugge 

Monday                 
15th December 

9:10am  Communion Service 

10:00am  Praise & Worship-Italian  

6:00pm   RCIA Enquiry  

Tuesday                 
16th December 

9:10am   Mass 

7:00pm   Parish Reconciliation 

7:00pm   Praise & Worship-English 

Wednesday            
17th December 

9:10am   Mass 

9:40am   Rosary 

4:00pm   Departure-Cathedral Lights  

6:30pm   Choir  

Thursday                 
18th December 

9:10am   Mass 

Followed by Adoration for an hour 

11:00am Pageant’s Rehearsal 

Friday                 
19th December 

9:10am   Mass 

9:40am   Rosary-Divine Mercy 

11:00am   JH Prayer Group 

7:30pm    Disciples 

Saturday                      
20th December 

9:10am   Mass 

5:00pm   Reconciliation              

6:00pm   Vigil Mass 

7:30pm    Vigil Adoration-Adorers 

Sunday                    
21st December 

4th Sunday of Advent 
8:00am    Mass 
10:00am  Mass 

11:00am  Baptism 

6:00pm    Mass  

3rd Sunday of Advent 

1st Reading 
Isaiah 35: 1-6, 10 
God himself will come and  
save us. 

Responsorial 
Psalm Lord, come and  

2nd Reading 
James 5:7-10 
You also must be patient; do 
not lose heart, the Lord’s  
coming will be soon. 

Gospel 
Matthew 11: 2-11 
Are you the one who is to 
come, or must we wait for 
someone else? 

4th Sunday of 
Advent 

Isaiah 7: 10-14 
Romans: 1:1-7 
Matthew 1:18-24 

                      CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES                                               

Parish Reconciliation , 16 December       7:00pm   

Wednesday, 24th December                                                                          
 Mass       9:10am 

CHRISTMAS Vigil MASSES 
         ChildrenÕs Pageant        5:30pm                                                                                   
 followed by Mass at                6:00pm 

 Filipino Mass (Tagalog)  9:00pm 
 Singing Christmas Carols  11:30pm 
  
Midnight Mass      12:00am 
Thursday, 25th December     
 Christmas Day  (The Nativity of the Lord) 
 Masses             8:00am, 10:00am 
          Mass (Laos/English)     11:30am       
   No 6pm Mass         

Dawn Masses (Filipino) 16-24 December 4:30am 

Note: All are welcome to attend any of the Masses.   



 

 

 
4th Sunday of Advent 
20/21 December 2025 

 Vigil    
6pm 

Sun    
8am 

Sun    
10am 

Sun     
6pm 

Commentator 

Minister of the  
Word 

A Soldo 

P Vaiotu 

N Magnou 

D Pizzin 

C La Delfa 

J Weaver 

J Cordina 

G&M Morgante 

E Russo 

EMHC F DiMarco 
Volunteer 
 

Y Dawood 
L Pham 

R Ranola 
L Biag 
J Hamama 

T Corpus 
L Bykowski 
Volunteer 

Data Proj/ 

 Musician 

B Soldo 

 

L Kardum 

S Cruz 

R Mannino 

Choir 

 

A Flieta 

 

Altar  
Servers 

J Bahbah 

K Taylor 

R Shlanki 

G Johnson 

M Franso 

S&F Slewa 

B Rice 

M Unabia 

F Attaliah 

O Malek 

J Toma 

 

A Almazan 

N & M     
Cannizzaro 

E&O Bambic 

S&Z Zaya 

 

M Nicolaou 

N Seraglio 

C&C Shamoael 

Piety Stall N Haddad S Wilkins V&M Pante R Rossi 

Counter:  
Group 3 

M&E Frijas 

N&E Ignacio 

 

Altar  
Linen:       
B Juan 

Flowers:  
M Tran 
 
 

Cleaners:        
Grp 7 

N Daniel 
D Dagaly 
D Le 
S Shikwana 

 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)   

The  RCIA enquiry will be every                        
Monday, 6pm at the Parish Centre. 

If you know someone or if you are interested in 
joining the Catholic Church, please contact     

9604 8927 or email admin@mibp.org.au 

FOR SALE from Piety Stall 
Mary Immaculate 

JUBILEE PILRIMS OF HOPE  T-SHIRTS, $30 each,                  
God’s word 2026, calendar  

and other religious items.   

Pilgrimages 2026                               
Pilgrimages to Saint’s of France including 

Lourdes on the 13-24 April (12 days)                   
28 Sept-9 Oct. (12 days)                     

For booking/ enquiries : pp@mibp.org.au or text 
0417 259 617.  

All Parishioners are invited 
to come for Christmas at 

the St Mary’s Cathedral on 
Wednesday,  17th 

December 

The bus (free of charge) will 
leave the Parish at 4pm for 
5:30pm Mass.  If possible 
wear your Jubilee t-shirt 

(available in the Piety stall). 
Lights will be on at 8pm. If 
you are interested, please 

register in the foyer.        
Few seats left. 

Christmas Gift Giving Tree                                

The Gift giving tree is up in the foyer. 
Kindly give generously on or before 18th 
December. Please place the gifts in bags, 
no need to wrap. Thank you. 

From the Liturgy Office…. 

Joy Grows in the Waiting  

The 3rd Sunday of Advent is also 
called Gaudete Sunday. A word 
which means “rejoice.” This Sunday 
reminds us that even while we wait, 
we can be joyful. Advent is a time of hope and 
preparation. But this week, we pause to smile, sing, 
and take heart. Hence the colour for this Sunday is 
rose, showing a break from the darker violet tone of 
the early weeks of Advent.  
Gaudete Sunday, is a time of joyful anticipation. The 
readings are full of life focusing on hope, patience, 
and recognizing God’s presence among us. Isaiah tells 
us the desert will bloom. James encourages us to wait 
with patience. Jesus reminds us of the signs that God’s 
kingdom is near. These words give strength to those 
who are tired or uncertain. 
This Sunday reminds us that our waiting is filled with 
hope  and joy. Not because everything is perfect, but 
because Jesus is near. His coming brings healing, 
justice, and peace. Even now, we can see signs of that 
in the world. Therefore, as we prepare for Christ’s 
coming, we trust in God’s promises and His perfect 
timing. (Sourced from Young Catholics) 

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT & FAMILY MASS 

In keeping with our tradition here at Mary 
Immaculate, we will be having our 
Children’s Pageant on Christmas Eve 
commencing at 5:30pm followed by the 

Christmas Family Mass at 6:00pm.  
Our first meeting and rehearsal for the Pageant and 
Mass will be on Thursday 18th December from 11:00am 
until 12:30pm. It is very important that all participants 
attend this meeting as all parts, readings and 
costumes will be issued this day. Also, please complete 
the Permission Slip and Consent to Photograph forms 
on the day. Forms are available from the Church foyer. 

Final rehearsal will be on Tuesday 23 December at 
10:30am until 12:00 pm. 
God bless. 
Rita Cordina (Liturgy and Music Coordinator) 

Pope’s Prayer Intentions for December 2025 
For Christians in areas of conflict 
Let us pray that Christians living in areas of war or 
conflict, especially in the Middle East, might be seeds 
of peace, reconciliation, and hope.  

Collection of Photos                                             
Sacrament of Confirmation photos will be distributed on 
Wednesday 17th December from 3:30pm until 5pm in the 

church foyer. 



SMASH REPAIRS 
www.westfieldsmash.com.au 

FRANK SPAGNOLO 
Managing Director 

20-22 Tangerine Street, Fairfield NSW 2165 
Smash repairer for all major leading  

insurance companies. 
Ph : (02)9726 8866  

Frank Mob: 0412 305 506 
24 Hr Towing 9757 2666 

We We focus on Business and Family Law,               
with experience in all areas.                                           

Led by principal  Susan Dinkha, who has served the 
community for over 20 years, delivering legal advice 

with quality, integrity and dependability,  

Susan Dinkha Solicitor 

310 Prairievale Rd           Phone: 9604 6470    
Prairiewood  2176      Fax: 9729 0259        

info@emmaus.com.au  
www.emmaus.com.au 

Please support our sponsors 
who support us. Thank you! 

available for $2 

Consent to Film and Photograph a child/
children in the Parish :   

As a general rule, no consent is required to 
photograph or film groups of 10 or more 
children (where they are not identified by 
name). However, for one child or a group of 
less than 10 children, a general consent form 
should be obtained by a parent/guardian.   

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney: 
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate 
people to deal with crimes are the police. If 
you or anyone you know, have been abused, 
please contact the police. Alternatively, you 
can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial 
Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or  
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.     
You may also want to speak to your Parish 
Priest who will be able to provide support and 
guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal 
obligation to report crimes to the police. 

Pinegrove burial plots 
for sale 

Rock Garden with 2 x 
Single depth sites, 2 x 
design plaques and 2 x 

Granite Base (Blue Pearl) 
at Calvary 9 (can be 

upgraded to 4 x full body 
burials for a fee) Selling 
at 10% below market 

value 

Call Babe Cruz                  
on  0432 078 640 

PENCIL BOX LEARNING 
Lynette	Cucinotta 
LL.B., Dip.Leg.Prac., M.Teach.(Hons) 
Grad.Cert.Learn.Diff.Supp.Teach 
 

READING	Ćēĉ	LITERACY	TUTOR 
Tel:	0421	773	120 

 
Suite 12/37 Spencer St.      
Fairϐield NSW 2165  
E: pencilboxlearning@outlook.com 

Planned Giving Envelopes : 

The new set of planned giving 
envelopes are in the foyer and please 
don’t use your old envelopes. If you 
require a tax receipt for the financial 
year June 2025, please put your details 
on the clipboard and will be sent to 
you by email. If anyone interested to 
join in the envelope system or wants 
to become a member, please call 9604 
8927 or email admin@mibp.org.au  

Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter Weekend 

at Mt Carmel 
Retreat Centre, 

Varroville 

19-21 June 2026 

For bookings: 

Contact: Christine & Terry 
Mahony on 0490 774 419  

Email: 
nswbookings@wwme.org.au 

Online: wwme.org.au 


