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John 14:23-29 

"Those who love me will keep my word, and my Father will 
love them, and we will come to them and make our home with 
(abide with) them" (Jn. 14:23). 
Biblical scholar Andre Brower Latz points out that 
"abide" ("make our home with") is John's "preferred and 
primary" way to characterize discipleship. This abiding is 
based on the relationship between Jesus and the Spirit and the 
Father. 
This verse from the Gospel of John describes how we are to 
prepare our homes to host a guest who is going to take up 
residence within our lives: Jesus, in relationship with the Spirit 
and the Father. John indicates that the Spirit of truth is already 
present within the disciples. John tells us that we know him 
because he abides with us (Jn. 14:17). But at the same time, 
there is also a push to prepare for a future move-in date. We 
are charged with preparing for his taking up residence. 
How do we prepare for Jesus to abide with or in us? By 
keeping Jesus' commandments (14:15) and by loving Jesus, 
which inevitably and inextricably means keeping his word. We 
prepare for Jesus to abide in us by welcoming his gift of peace 
(14:27) and responding to his presence with faith in the 
absence of sight (14:18). 
Abide (meno) and its cognates show up forty times in John's 
Gospel. Abide signifies to stay, to remain, to dwell, to lodge, to 
last, to persist, and/or to continue. It can have negative 
associations. And not abiding can have negative consequences 
(15:6). 
Abide can have a literal meaning of staying in one place 
(4:40, 7:9, 10:40, 11:6, 54, 12:34, 14:25, 15:4-5). At the 
spiritual level, it describes what God does in our lives. God 
abides in Jesus and Jesus abides in God (14:10). Jesus abides 
in and with us (6:56). We cannot bear fruit unless Jesus abides 
in us (15:5). Jesus' words abide (15:7). The Holy Spirit abides 
with Jesus (1:32-33). Therefore disciples abide with or in Jesus 
(8:31, 35, 12:46, 15:4-5, 7, 9-10). 
How are you doing in the abiding department? What's your 
hospitality quotient? Have you prepared your inner life to be a 
hospitable home for Jesus? One in which he will find faith and 
love and bountiful fruit? 
Let us join together with all the Australian catholics as we begin 

the solemn opening Mass for the Plenary council this Sunday. It 

will be live streamed from our cathedral. 

 

We thank …… 

� Maria Bugge and family for donating generously to the 
church.                                                                        

�  Joe Agostino, Adam Reid, Frank Seraglio, Denis 
Schembri and Ben Dang for putting the new grass turf in 
front of the mosaic area. (see photos on page 4). 

� All parishioners who continuously supporting our parish 
especially during this time of lockdown.  

 

We acknowledge the Dharug People, traditional custodians of this land.  May we walk gently and respectfully upon the land. 

Fr Sebastian 
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Rev Deacon Mervyn Francis.……………….admin@mibp.org.au   

PRIESTS' HOUSE 

    110 Mimosa Road, Bossley Park NSW  2176 

     Tel:  9604 8927/9729 4005                               

     Fax: 9729 2128 

     Email: admin@mibp.org.au  Website: www.mibp.org.au 

PARISH SECRETARY  (Admin/Accounts & Sacramental 

Coordinator)          

  Mrs Maria Cabiling Tel: 9604 8927 

…….admin@mibp.org.au  

 Office Hours:  Monday12-4pm, Tues-Fri9.30am-4pm 

LITURGY OFFICE  Liturgy & Music Coordinator 

     Mrs Rita Cordina Tel: 9609 6087…

 ……...liturgy@mibp.org.au          

     Office Hours: Tues—Wed 9.00am-3.30pm   

FILIPINO CHAPLAIN 

     Rev. Nards Mercene……….frnards@idx.com.au  

     Resides next to the Priests' House. Tel: 9604 5512  

ITALIAN CHAPLAIN 

     Scalabrini Fathers 

     230 Humphries Rd, Bonnyrigg 2177 Tel: 9610 1025 

MARY IMMACULATE PRIMARY SCHOOL 

     142 Restwell Road, Bossley Park 

     Tel: 9604 3877   Fax: 9609 4988 

     Mrs Lisa Wahab, Principal 

MASSES 

      During this difficult time, whilst our Churches are closed 

until further notice, Christs heart is always open. Masses are 

still celebrated :   

 Daily: Monday to Friday 1.10pm         Saturday at 9am       

Sundays at 10.30am; 5pm Vespers & Benediction  

 https://www.stmaryscathedral.org.au/ 

For Mass in Filipino language, go to youtube.com and 

search :  Filipino Chaplaincy Archdiocese of Sydney 

Please check our parish website for more updates mibp.org.au 

or concerns please email: admin@mibp.org.au.  

Thought of the Week 

“The secret of happiness is to live moment by 
moment and to thank God for all that He, in His 

goodness, sends to us day after day.”              

-St. Gianna Molla  
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THE CHARITABLE WORKS FUND (CWF) APPEAL   

We appreciate this is a very difficult time for everyone, but it is 
also the reason why we need to support our Charitable Works 
Fund, which in turn supports Catholic Care, the Ephpheta Centre 
and many other ministries in the Archdiocese of Sydney. If you 
want to donate ($2 or more are 100% tax deductible), please 
email admin@mibp.org.au 

Dates of remaining appeals this year were: 

• CWF appeal 

• 24 October, PRF appeal 

●    21 November, CWF appeal 

STAGE ONE – WHEN 70% ARE VACCINATED 
– ESTIMATED DATE 11 OCTOBER 

 The first stage commences when 70% of eligible 
people are fully vaccinated – this is expected to 
be 11 October.  Even though we would be entitled 
on this date to open churches to the vaccinated 
only, following his recent consultation with us, the 
Archbishop has decided that we will patiently 
wait the estimated two further weeks until we 
reach 80% fully vaccinated before re-opening 
our churches to the public, and conducting public 
Masses etc.  However, during this first stage, priests 
who are themselves fully vaccinated will be free 
under the public health orders to invite some fully 
vaccinated parishioners to their private Masses 
and to conduct ceremonies such as Baptisms for 
families that are fully vaccinated (apart from 
children not yet eligible for vaccination).  Although 
these masses are not open to the public, people 
should still wear masks and maintain social 
distancing.  Be sure to avoid favouritism as to 
whom you invite to these masses. The current 
existing permissions for priests to attend homes for 
pastoral reasons, and for certain pastoral and 
welfare services to be delivered from church 
premises to all comers will continue. 

  

STAGE TWO – WHEN 80% ARE FULLY 
VACCINATED – ESTIMATED 

DATE 25 OCTOBER 

 At 80% fully vaccinated we will open our churches 
and ceremonies to “mixed” congregations (fully 
vaccinated, partially vaccinated and as yet 
unvaccinated); the 4 sqm rule will apply, and masks 
must be worn indoors.  We will not be required to 
check a person’s vaccination status.  We continue to 
urge everyone to be vaccinated, and so to reduce their 
risk of serious illness or even death.  We will do all that 
is reasonably possible to keep safe everyone who 
comes to church: there will be good ventilation, social 
distancing, hand sanitising, no congregational 
singing, etc.  People who are especially vulnerable, 
who are vaccinated but anxious about mixing with the 
unvaccinated, or who are unvaccinated and do not 
want to risk contact with others, are free to remain at 
home and live-streaming of Masses from the cathedral 
and some parishes will continue. Although 
congregational singing is not permitted, we presume 
that a cantor or two will be allowed as before. We 
believe that in terms of legal liability, our compliance 
with the public health orders will mean that we have 
taken all reasonable steps to protect those who choose 
to gather in our churches. 

  

STAGE THREE – WHEN 90% ARE EXPECTED 
TO BE FULLY VACCINATED – 1 DECEMBER 

2021 – “THE NEW NORMAL” 

  

The Government has advised that from 1 
December there will be no difference between the 
Covid safety requirements for all NSW citizens, 
whether fully vaccinated, partially vaccinated or 
unvaccinated.   The key requirement for churches 
will be the 2sqm rule at all indoor religious 
gatherings, including weddings and 
funerals.  There will be no limit on the numbers 
at outdoor events, and so outdoor Masses will be 
an option. Covid Safe plans will be required for 
outdoor events with more than 1,000 people.  At 
weddings, dancing will be permitted, as well as 
eating and drinking while standing up. 

  

Masks will not be required inside a church 
(though some people may wish to wear a mask for 
added protection). 

  

We will continue to encourage our unvaccinated 
faithful to be vaccinated, to provide them with 
good information, and to offer them particular 
care since they (and certain vulnerable others) will 
be most at risk. We will also offer particular care 
to those faithful who, though fully vaccinated, are 
anxious about congregating with a mixed 
congregation. 

  

It is likely that further details and clarifications of 
this new normal will be developed in due course, 
and there may be some differences in different 
parts of NSW.  We will advise you of any 
changes as they are made. 

For further information about the Reopening NSW 

roadmap, go to www.nsw.gov.au/COVID-19. 
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Mass for the Opening of the First Assembly of the 

Fifth Plenary Council of Australia                  

Sunday 3rd October 2021 

LITURGY OF THE WORD:                              

First Reading (Deut 30: 10-14)   Lectionary III, 

p.430-434; #4. For a Council/ Synod  

A reading from the book of Deuteronomy     

Moses said to the people: 'Obey the voice of the 

Lord your God, keeping those commandments 

and laws of his that are written in the Book of 

this Law, and you shall return to the Lord your 

God with all your heart and soul. 'For this Law 

that I enjoin on you today is not beyond your 

strength or beyond your reach. It is not in 

heaven, so that you need to wonder, "Who will 

go up to heaven for us and bring it down to us, 

so that we may hear it and keep it?" Nor is it 

beyond the seas, so that you need to wonder, 

"Who will cross the seas for us and bring it back 

to us, so that we may hear it and keep it?" No, 

the Word is very near to you, it is in your mouth 

and in your heart for your observance.'  The 

Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.   

Responsorial Psalm (Ps 18:8-11) 

Lord, You Have the Words    

Cantor Lord, you have the words of 

everlasting life. All  Lord, you have the 

words of everlasting life.  R. 

The law of the Lord is perfect, it revives the 

soul. The rule of the Lord is to be trusted, it 

gives wisdom to the simple.  R.    

The precepts of the Lord are right, they 

gladden the heart. The command of the Lord 

is clear, it gives light to the eyes.   R.   

The fear of the Lord is holy, a binding 

forever. The decrees of the Lord are truth, 

and all of them are just.   R.   

They are more to be desired than gold, than 

the purest of gold,  and sweet are they than 

honey,  than honey from the comb.   R.     

 

 

Second Reading (Phil 2: 1-4)   

  Lectionary III, p. 430-434; #4. For a Council 

or Synod  

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the 

Philippians If our life in Christ means anything to 

you, if love can persuade at all, or the Spirit that 

we have in common, or any tenderness and 

sympathy, then be united in your convictions and 

united in your love, with a common purpose and a 

common mind. That is the one thing which would 

make me completely happy. There must be no 

competition among you, no conceit; but everybody 

is to be self-effacing. Always consider the other 

person to be better than yourself, so that nobody 

thinks of his own interests first but everybody 

thinks of other people's interests instead. The 

Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.   

Gospel Acclamation (Jn. 16:13; 4:26)   Alleluia 

Colin Mawby  
Alleluia. When the Spirit of truth comes, he 

will teach you all truth and bring to your mind 

all I have told you. All   Alleluia, Alleluia, 

Alleluia, Alleluia.   

 Gospel (Jn 14:23-29)                                              

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John  

Jesus said to his disciples: 'If anyone loves me 
he will keep my word, and my Father will love 
him, and we shall come to him and make our 
home with him. Those who do not love me do 
not keep my words. And my word is not my 
own; it is the word of the one who sent me. I 
have said these things to you while still with 
you; but the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom 
the Father will send in my name, will teach 
you everything and remind you of all I have 
said to you. Peace I bequeath to you, my own 
peace I give you, a peace the world cannot 
give, this is my gift to you. Do not let your 
hearts be troubled or afraid. You heard me say: 
I am going away, and shall return. If you loved 
me you would have been glad to know  that I 
am going to the Father, for the Father is greater 
than I. I have told you this now, before it 
happens, so that when it does happen you may 
believe.' The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to 
you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Celebrating Community 

    Happy happy birthday Bernice Mack! 

Wishing you a beautiful day and may 
God continue to bless you with 

happiness & good health! 

Write to your local MP ahead of expected 

parliamentary debate on euthanasia 
 

NSW Parliament is set to resume on 12 

October and Independent MP Alex 

Greenwich is likely to table his euthanasia 

bill that day. 
 

It is critical for parishioners to act now and 

voice their opposition to the proposed bill. 
 

The anti-euthanasia coalition, HOPE has 

developed an online tool that will allow you 

to send an email directly to your state MP 

and to all members of the NSW Upper 

House. The tool is available here:  

https://www.noeuthanasia.org.au/

petition_2108_ocp_nsw 

Church Renovation : 

�  We thank Joe Agostino, Adam Reid, Frank Seraglio, 
Denis Schembri and Ben Dang for putting the new grass 
turf in front of the mosaic area. 
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Year of St. Joseph  (8 Dec 2020—2021) 

To commemorate the Year of St. Joseph, Pope Fran-

cis encourages all of us to pray the following togeth-

er: 

Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer,  

Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

To you God entrusted his only Son;  

in you Mary placed her trust; 

with you Christ became man. 

Blessed Joseph, to us too, show yourself a father  

and guide us in the path of life. 

Obtain for us grace, mercy, and courage, 

and defend us from every evil.  Amen. 

More prayer resources are available on the parish 

website 

SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION             

Sessions (zoom) will commence on the 7th 

October for 5 weeks.  

Commissioning of Sponsors on the 

13th/14th November. 

Confirmation Masses on the 20th and 27th 

November (11.30am & 3pm). 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION            

Parents (with Yr2 child or above) who are interested to 

register their child for the Sacrament of Reconciliation this 

year, please email form and baptismal cert. copy to 

admin@mibp.org.au 

Tentative dates : 

Parent’s info—Thursday, 28th October  

Rite of acceptance—30th/31st October 

Sessions—8 November-11 December 

FHC photos and video will be ready for collection after 

lockdown. We’ll keep you posted.       

Rite of Christian                     

Initiation of Adults (RCIA):                                         

If you know anyone who are interested   become a Catholic, 

please contract 9604 8927 or email admin@mibp.org.au 

THE RCIA TEAM~ 

Planned Giving Envelopes : 

Tax receipts for the year ended June 2021 

and request to join into the envelope 

system, please email : admin@mibp.org.au.    

All donations are 30% tax deductible .  

Hoping for your continuous support to our 

Parish.  

PROTECTING OUR CHILDREN The Catholic Archdiocese of 

Sydney Safeguarding Office provides support and training 

for parish communities to ensure that our communities offer a 

safe and caring environment. The Safeguarding Office also 

provides support for those who have suffered abuse. If you 

or a person close to you has been abused by someone 

working or ministering within the Archdiocese of Sydney, the 

Safeguarding Office will listen to you respectfully, offer 

support and discuss the options you have available to you. 

Please contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity 

Office on phone: 9390 5812.  

We pray for…                                                  
Our sick: Nilo Tolentino, Rhonda Fleming, Malou Cerdan, 
Jackie, Catherine Cordina, Ethan Tan, Sebostian Kolic,  Tony 
Surace, Sanela, Antonija, Darko, Elizabeth, Maxine Post, 
Nikola, Tyler Kenedy, Darren Mack,  Anna Baker, Carole 
Robertson, Anne Noonan, Rita Zammit, Benedetta Peci, Edwina 
Borg, Sam & Teresa  Barbara, Bernadetta Russo, and those 
people who are affected by Covid19 (Names will be removed 
from the sick list after 3 months unless Parish Office is notified 
otherwise). 
Please keep in your prayers the soul of the recently 
deceased:    Barry Myles, Geltrude Tosello,.Aselita Meleke, 

Honorio Mercene (Fr Nards father), Francisco Sydna Catherine 
Melosi, Antonino La Delfa, Matthew Sinnott, Giovanni Pinazza, 
Kath Ditthavong And those whose anniversaries occur at this 
time:  Chris Baddock, Tom Anderson other deceased 
including: Vincenzo Bugge, Vincenzo Oliveri, Patrick Anderson, 
Hermie Villanueva, Giuseppe Di Marco, Ditthavong family: 
Nouphan, Sitthixay, Virasack, Viengthep, Sue, Joseph Am, 
Anna Balien, Joseph Khampheng Anna Phom and Joanna 

Khien, Aida Flores, Vince Debono, Tito Cerdan, Renzo 
Martignago, Lito Caspe, Enio Cappuccio, Josefina Sacriz & 
Jose Elizes Sr, Oswald Sereno, Martin Sartor, Joseph Pham, 
Dominic Pham, Anton, Christian Andaya & Liling Dimaandal, 
Francesco & Rosina Papalia, Antonio & Maria Licastro, Anna, 
Domenic, Joe, John & Micky Sergi, Guido & Bertilla Soligo, 
Marcello & Elsa Soligo, Domenico Soligo, Giovanna Dileo, 
Joseph Schembri, Giuseppina & Pasquale Marando, Paul & 
Dominic,  Joseph Debono, Carl Josef Labis, Peter Sanfilippo, 
Domenica Oliveri, Rolando Olano, Gaetano & Agnes Cordina, 
Jessie Rose Salvador, Brian D’Costa, Myrtle D’Costa, 
Giovanna Fedele, Miriam Bussutil, Gener Santiago, Rose 
Nuner, Giorgio Perrone, Phyllis Baulman, Sr Elisabetta Laria, 
Mercedes & Marcelo Serrado, Antonio & Francesca Bugge, 
Ivan, Stefano Collu, Joel Sugay, Kristinu Vella, Francis 
Camilleri, Francesco Ieroianni, Rina Peloso, Fr Isidore 
Anantharaj, Francesco Mesiti, Domenico Mellino, Teresa Dinan, 
Maria Oliveri, Nanette Cabardo, Diego Cabardo-Oclarit, 
Maizie & Grant Colomb, Domenico Oliveri, Annunziata Oliveri, 
Carmelo Oliveri, Mariantonia Pisano, Delia Dela Cruz,  
Milagros Gaspi, Marcello & Angela Seraglio,  Attila Pete, 
Amal Doss,  Saverio & Caterina Laria, Joseph Schembri, 
Antonino Vella,  Ivan Lozina, Hugo Martinez, Derrick Mack, 
Giovanni Rossi, Mary Mahony,  Dulcie Soans,  Vince Fedele, 
Maria Sulfaro, Maria Trimboli, Orazio Di Marco, Guido 
Pontello,  Vincenzo & Anna Peci, Gloria & Sybil Roache, all 
deceased in the families of Pham, Soligo & Certali, Borg, 
Seraglio, Zammit, Varkas & Stapic families, Skondro family &  
Mario & Beniamino Fuser & all Souls in Purgatory.   May they 
rest in peace. 



SMASH REPAIRS 

www.westfieldsmash.com.au 

FRANK SPAGNOLO 

Managing Director 

20-22 Tangerine Street, Fairfield NSW 2165 

Smash repairer for all major leading  

insurance companies. 

Ph : (02)9726 8866  

Fax: (02) 9726 2381 

Frank Mob: 0412 305 506 

24 Hr Towing 9757 2666 

We We focus on Business and Family Law, with 
experience in all areas. Led by principal Susan 

Dinkha, who has served the community for over 20 
years, delivering legal advice with quality, integrity 

and dependability,  

Susan Dinkha Solicitor 
 
310 Prairievale Rd           Phone: 9604 6470    
Prairiewood  2176      Fax: 9729 0259        

info@emmaus.com.au  
www.emmaus.com.au 

$2 in the foyer. 

*Fixed Flat Fee       * Quick Contract Preparation 

* Mobile Service  * After Hours Appointment 

Funeral Services 

COMMERCIAL CLEANING 
SERVICES 

*Commercial & Industrial     * Office 

* Carpet & Hard Floors    

* Construction         *Glass/Windows 

FREE QUOTES  

 0412 375 696 

 

frances@kingfisherconveyancing.com.au 

 
ACROSS SYDNEY 

PLUMBING 
Lic No. 182208C 

Call Steve 

0402 158 774 
● Plumber ● Drainer ● Gasfitter 

● Hotwater Repairs 

Catholic Weekly available again in 

parishes 
Catholic Weekly available again 

this weekend for $2.00 

Collect your Catholic Weekly as 

you leave Mass today and support 

our Archdiocesan newspaper. 

ADVERTISING SPACE 

AVAILABLE (3 MONTHS)                 

$165 PLUS GST 

Call Parish on  

9604 8927 or email on 

admin@mibp.org.au 

What’s happening with NSW cemeteries? 

On 25th May the State Government announced a 

radical change in Cemetery management.  Archbishop 

Anthony Fisher has responded with a letter. A copy of 

his letter has been made available on the parish 

website – it can be accessed from the NEWS page by 

clicking the link: Letter from Archbishop Anthony Fisher 

RE: Catholic Cemeteries. Please read the letter. If you 

have left money for the care of graves or burial sites for 

your loved ones, you need to be informed of how the  

Government plans to honour your wishes.  An online 

petition has also been established: 

www.saveourgraves.com.au  

I would encourage you all to sign this petition and to 

circulate this to your family  and friends in NSW. Thank 

you.  

DENT3HAIL 

Paintless dent repair 

and hail damage repair 

www.Dent3hail.com.au 

Ben 0415 494705 

Archbishop Anthony Fisher urges all to sign 

petitions, write to MPs 

In a 20 July statement the archbishop wrote 
that there is “never a good time to introduce 
laws in NSW parliament that sanction the 
killing of vulnerable human beings such as 
the terminally ill, elderly, frail and suffering 
… “We call on all Catholics to strongly 
reject outright these dangerous laws that 
allow doctors to kill their patients – laws that 
put vulnerable people at risk from wrongful 
deaths due to pressure to end their lives 
prematurely.”  


