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Gospel Reading Mark 8:27-35 
Peter declares that Jesus is the Christ, and Jesus teaches 
that those who would follow him 
must take up his or her cross. 

Peter had expectations about 
what it meant to call Jesus the 
Messiah, the Christ. Jesus was 
indeed the Messiah, but his life 
and death would show a 
different understanding of what 
it means to be the Messiah. We, 
too, have expectations of God and our own ideas about 
what we think God ought to be doing in our world. 
Like Peter, however, we may risk limiting our image of 
God by thinking only in human ways. God's plan is 
always more that we can ever imagine. 

As you gather as a family, talk about what we expect 
God to be doing in our world and in our family life. 
Then read today's Gospel, Mark 8:31-35. Why do you 
think Peter was so upset by what Jesus was saying? 
Notice how Jesus reprimands Peter. Do we sometimes 
forget to let God be God for us? That is, do we 
sometimes get discouraged because God doesn't act in 
our world in the ways that we expect? Pray together 
that we will remember that God is always working for 
the world's salvation in ways that are beyond our 
imagination. Conclude by praying together today's 
psalm, Psalm 116. 

If you are interested to donate in order to 
help our parish during lockdown, please email 
admin@mibp.org.au. 

We thank the following parishioners for church 
renovation-footpath (see page 5 photos) :  
Frank & Antony Baroni, Orfeo Pellizzon, Eddie 
Volpato, L Dundovic & T LaMalfa. 

Weddings, funerals and places of worship:           
RULES AT 70 PER CENT DOUBLE-DOSE VACCINATED  
●Up to 50 guests can a�end weddings                            

●Up to 50 guests can a�end funerals                  

●Churches and places of worship to open subject to 

one person per four-square-metre rule, with no 

singing. 

We acknowledge the Dharug People, traditional custodians of this land.  May we walk gently and respectfully upon the land. 

Fr Sebastian 
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    110 Mimosa Road, Bossley Park NSW  2176 

     Tel:  9604 8927/9729 4005                               

     Fax: 9729 2128 

     Email: admin@mibp.org.au  Web: www.mibp.org.au 

PARISH SECRETARY  (Admin/Accounts & Sacramental 

Coordinator)          

  Mrs Maria Cabiling Tel: 9604 8927 …….admin@mibp.org.au  

 Office Hours:  Monday12-4pm, Tues-Fri9.30am-4pm 

LITURGY OFFICE  Liturgy & Music Coordinator 

     Mrs Rita Cordina Tel: 9609 6087…

 ……...liturgy@mibp.org.au          

     Office Hours: Tues—Wed 9.00am-3.30pm   

FILIPINO CHAPLAIN 

     Rev. Nards Mercene……….frnards@idx.com.au  

     Resides next to the Priests' House. Tel: 9604 5512  

ITALIAN CHAPLAIN 

     Scalabrini Fathers 

     230 Humphries Rd, Bonnyrigg 2177 Tel: 9610 1025 

MARY IMMACULATE PRIMARY SCHOOL 

     142 Restwell Road, Bossley Park 

     Tel: 9604 3877   Fax: 9609 4988 

     Mrs Lisa Wahab, Principal 

MASSES 

      During this difficult time, whilst our Churches are closed until 

further notice, Christs heart is always open. Masses are still 

celebrated :   

 Daily: Monday to Friday 1.10pm         Saturday at 9am       

Sundays at 10.30am; 5pm Vespers & Benediction  

 https://www.stmaryscathedral.org.au/ 

For Mass in Filipino language, go to youtube.com and search :  

Filipino Chaplaincy Archdiocese of Sydney 

Please check our parish website for more updates mibp.org.au or 

concerns please email: admin@mibp.org.au.  

Thought of the Week 

Challenges are what makes life interesting and overcoming 

them is what makes life meaningful    -Joshua Marine 

Celebrating Community 

Happy 40th Wedding Anniversary to  
Rev. Deacon Mervyn and Rita Francis!   

  Happy 43th Wedding Anniversary to         
       Mike  and Eleanor Gaspi! 

May God continue to bless you with love & good 
health! 
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MESSAGE FROM ARCHBISHOP ANTHONY FISHER O.P. 

RE: TODAY’S ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE NSW 

GOVERNMENT’S COVID “FREEDOM PLAN” AND ITS 

IMPLICATIONS FOR PLACES AND ACTIVITIES OF 

WORSHIP  

Dear friends in Christ,  

Announcements have been made today about Sydney 

beginning to reopen once 70% of the adult population has 

had two doses of a COVID-19 vaccine, and foreshadowing 

further easing once we reach 80%. The roadmap states that 

places of worship will be included in this reopening. In 

discussions with the NSW Government and NSW Health, I 

joined other religious leaders in insisting that worship is an 

essential service, not mere recreation for many people. We 

explained that all our faiths are inclined to allow all comers 

to worship, that many pastors and faithful would be uneasy 

with restricting worship to the fully vaccinated, and that 

doing so could prove very divisive. With Anglican 

Archbishop Kaniska Raffel, I would insist that “Jesus is Lord 

of all, and his gospel is a gospel for all. A ‘No Entry’ sign at 

the door of the church is wholly inconsistent with the Gospel 

preached inside.” Race, gender, ethnicity, age, education, 

wealth or health status (including vaccination) must not be 

points of division within the Christian community or barriers to 

communion with Christ Jesus. We are working with a leading 

infectious diseases and risk management specialist to devise 

a plan that would allow for safe reopening of churches and 

safe return to worship for all. Some easing of restrictions on 

both outside and indoor Masses is on the near horizon. 

Greater numbers will also be allowed at weddings and 

funerals. And other sacraments (e.g. Baptism and 

Confirmation) and devotions should also be possible. We 

expect that clergy will continue to be allowed to deliver 

pastoral care in people’s homes. The religious leaders have 

undertaken to do all we can to ensure that places and 

activities of worship are safe, to promote reliable 

information about vaccination and other preventative 

measures, and to people to avail themselves of these. I 

repeat my exhortation to clergy to be vaccinated to ensure 

that they can provide pastoral care in venues such as 

churches and schools, hospitals and aged care homes going 

forward. Many people in recent weeks have communicated 

their longing for a return to Mass, and I know that our clergy 

are eager to welcome people back. I will continue to work 

with other faith leaders to advocate on your behalf. When 

we have something more concrete, I will let you know. In the 

meantime, please do not be too concerned or jump to any 

conclusions over media reports. There is still a long way to 

go before NSW reaches 70% and then 80%. Please also 

pray for your church and civic leaders as we aim to work 

together to have our churches and community open and 

functioning again. With the other bishops and priests I am 

praying daily for you.  

Child Protection Week: 6 - 12 September 2021  

From 6 to 12 September 2021, the Catholic Arch-
diocese of Sydney is celebrating Child Protection 
Week. Child Protection Week allows us the time 
to reflect on our responsibility to care for and 
protect the Children and Young People in our 
communities. This year, the Safeguarding Office 
called on Children and Young People from our 
Parishes and Communities to help with the devel-
opment of resources. We really value the input of 
Children and Young People in our work and be-
lieve that their participation is important in the de-
velopment of our resources.  

This Issue: Blessed Giorgio Frassati (1901 - 1925) 
Pope Francis, in his post-synodal apostolic exhor-
tation, Christus Vivit, listed Blessed Giorgio Fras-
sati as one of twelve exemplary saints for Young 
People to follow. Globally recognised as a patron 
for youth, let us seek Giorgio's intercession through 
prayer for our Children and Young People during 
Child Protection Week.  

The Office of the Children’s Guardian have in-
formed the Safeguarding Office that there are 
serious repercussions for verifying WWCC’s for 
individuals who don’t require one by law. By veri-
fying WWCC’s for roles that don’t require one, a 
Parish Priest is leaving himself open to potential 
fines and penalties. Not only is the Parish Priest 
leaving himself open to potential fines but he is 
also leaving the Archbishop open to potential 
fines. A Worker will require a WWCC when they 
are engaged in ‘Child-Related Work’ if they have 
physical or face-to-face contact with Children that 
is a usual part of (and not incidental) to their work 
as outlined in the Legisation.  

The following Ministry Roles have been deemed 
as Child-Related Work by the Office of the Chil-
dren’s Guardian and therefore requires a WWCC 
regardless of the situation: How WWCCs are 
linked to the Reportable Conduct Scheme and 
Child-Related Activity Registers Parish Secretaries, 
Youth Ministers, Workers or Leaders Pastoral As-
sociates, Sacramental Coordinators, Sacramental 
Group Leaders, Catechists in State Schools, Chil-
dren’s Liturgy Coordinators, Children’s Choir Minis-
try Leaders, Acolytes and Senior Altar Servers, 
Ministers of the Word/Readers/Lectors, Parish 
Collectors (AKA Wardens) & Eucharistic Ministers  
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Responsorial Psalm  

R. I will walk in the presence of the Lord in the land 

of the living. 

I love the Lord for he has heard the cry of my 

appeal; for he turned his ear to me in the day when I 

called him. R.  

They surrounded me, the snares of death, with 

anguish of the tomb; they caught me, sorrow and 

distress.  I called on the Lord’s name.  O Lord my 

God, deliver me! R.  

How gracious is the Lord, and just; our God has 

compassion.  The Lord protects the simple hearts; I 

was helpless so he saved me! R. 

He has kept my soul from death, my eyes from tears 

and my feet from stumbling.  I will walk in the 

presence of the Lord in the land of the living. R. 

Second Reading James 2:14-18 

 A reading from the letter of James 

What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you 

say you have faith but do not have works? Can 

faith save you? If brothers or sisters are without 

clothing and lack daily food, and one of you 

says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and eat 

your fill,” and yet you do not supply their bodily 

needs, what is the good of that? So faith by 

itself, if it has no works, is dead.  But someone 

will say, “You have faith and I have works.” 

Show me your faith apart from your works, and I 

by my works will show you my faith.  

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

  

Gospel Mark 8:27-35                                                      

A reading from the holy gospel according to 

Mark                                                          

Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of 

Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he asked his 

disciples, “Who do people say that I am? And 

they answered him, “John the Baptist; and others, 

Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.” Jesus 

asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” 

Peter answered him, “You are the Messiah.” And 

he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone about 

him.  Then he began to teach them that the Son 

of Man must undergo great suffering, and be 

rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the 

scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise 

again.  He said all this quite openly.   

And Peter took Jesus aside and began to rebuke 

him. But turning and looking at his disciples, he 

rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! 

For you are setting your mind not on divine things 

but on human things.” 

Jesus called the crowd with his disciples, and said 

to them, “If any want to become my followers, let 

them deny themselves and take up their cross 

and follow me.  For those who want to save their 

life will lose it, and those who lose their life for 

my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will 

save it.”          The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise 

to you Lord Jesus Christ. 

First Reading: Is 50:5-9                                 
A reading from the book of the prophet   
Isaiah 

The servant of the Lord said: “The Lord 
God has opened my ear, and I was not re-
bellious, I did not turn backward.  I gave 
my back to those who struck me, and my 
cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; I 
did not hide my face from insult and spit-
ting. “The Lord God helps me; therefore I 
have not been disgraced; I have set my 
face like flint, and I know that I shall not be 
put to shame; he who vindicates me is near.  
“Who will contend with me? Let us stand up 
together.  Who are my adversaries?  Let 
them confront me.  It is the Lord God who 
helps me; who will declare me guilty?”   
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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Year of St. Joseph  (8 Dec 2020—2021) 

To commemorate the Year of St. Joseph, Pope Fran-

cis encourages all of us to pray the following togeth-

er: 

Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer,  

Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

To you God entrusted his only Son;  

in you Mary placed her trust; 

with you Christ became man. 

Blessed Joseph, to us too, show yourself a father  

and guide us in the path of life. 

Obtain for us grace, mercy, and courage, 

and defend us from every evil.  Amen. 

More prayer resources are available on the parish 

website 

SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION             

The candidate’s allocated sessions, 

distribution of books and Mass dates 

were sent by email. 

Sessions will commence on the 7th October 

for 5 weeks. 

Commissioning of Sponsors on the 6th/7th 

November. 

Confirmation Masses on the 20th and 27th November. 

Parents (with Yr2 child) who would like to enrol their child for 

the Sacrament of Reconciliation this year, please email 

admin@mibp.org.au 

Please note: The FHC photos are being held in the printing 

shop until restrictions end. We’ll keep you posted.       

Rite of Christian                     

Initiation of Adults (RCIA):                                         

If you know anyone who are interested   become a Catholic, 

please contract 9604 8927 or email admin@mibp.org.au 

THE RCIA TEAM~ 

PROTECTING OUR CHILDREN The Catholic Archdiocese of 

Sydney Safeguarding Office provides support and training 

for parish communities to ensure that our communities offer a 

safe and caring environment. The Safeguarding Office also 

provides support for those who have suffered abuse. If you 

or a person close to you has been abused by someone 

working or ministering within the Archdiocese of Sydney, the 

Safeguarding Office will listen to you respectfully, offer 

support and discuss the options you have available to you. 

Please contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity 

Office on phone: 9390 5812.  

We pray for…                                                  
Our sick: Nilo Tolentino, Rhonda Fleming, Malou Cerdan, 
Catherine Cordina, Ethan Tan, Sebostian Kolic,  Tony Surace, 
Sanela, Antonija, Darko, Elizabeth, Maxine Post, Nikola, Tyler 
Kenedy, Darren Mack,  Anna Baker, Carole Robertson, Anne 
Noonan, Rita Zammit, Benedetta Peci, Edwina Borg, Sam & 
Teresa  Barbara, Bernadetta Russo, and those people who are 
affected by Covid19 (Names will be removed from the sick list 
after 3 months unless Parish Office is notified otherwise). 
Please keep in your prayers the soul of the recently 
deceased:    Aselita Meleke, Honorio Mercene (Fr Nards 
father), Sydna Catherine Melosi, Antonino La Delfa, Matthew 
Sinnott, Giovanni Pinazza, Kath Ditthavong And those whose 
anniversaries occur at this time:  Hermie Villanueva other 
deceased including: Ditthavong family: Nouphan, Sitthixay, 
Virasack, Viengthep, Sue, Joseph Am, Anna Balien, Joseph 

Khampheng Anna Phom and Joanna Khien Vincenzo Bugge, 
Vincenzo Oliveri, Aida Flores, Vince Debono, Tito Cerdan, 
Renzo Martignago, Norma Rimando, Lito Caspe, Enio 
Cappuccio, Josefina Sacriz & Jose Elizes Sr, Oswald Sereno, 
Martin John Sartor, Joseph Pham, Dominic Pham, Anton, 
Christian Andaya & Liling Dimaandal, Francesco & Rosina 
Papalia, Antonio & Maria Licastro, Anna, Domenic, Joe, John & 
Micky Sergi, Guido & Bertilla Soligo, Marcello & Elsa Soligo, 
Domenico Soligo, Giovanna Dileo, Joseph Schembri, 
Giuseppina & Pasquale Marando, Paul & Dominic,  Joseph 
Debono, Carl Josef Labis, Peter Sanfilippo, Domenica Oliveri, 
Rolando Olano, Gaetano & Agnes Cordina, Jessie Rose 
Salvador, Brian D’Costa, Myrtle Gertrude D’Costa, Facciolo 
Franco, Giovanna Fedele, Miriam Bussutil, Gener Santiago, 
Marija Franjo,  Rose Nuner, Giorgio Perrone, Phyllis Baulman, 
Sr Elisabetta Laria, Mercedes & Marcelo Serrado, Annette 
Attard, Antonio & Francesca Bugge, Ivan, Stefano Collu, Joel 
Sugay, Benito Sugay, Kristinu Vella, Francis Camilleri, 
Francesco Ieroianni, Rina Peloso, Concetta Italiano, Fr Isidore 
Anantharaj, Francesco Mesiti, Domenico Mellino, Teresa Dinan, 
Maria Oliveri, Nanette Cabardo, Diego Cabardo-Oclarit, 
Maizie & Grant Colomb, Domenico Oliveri, Annunziata Oliveri, 
Carmelo Oliveri, Mariantonia Pisano, Delia Dela Cruz,  
Milagros Gaspi, Marcello & Angela Seraglio,  Attila Pete, 
Amal Doss,  Saverio & Caterina Laria, Joseph Schembri, 
Antonino Vella,  Ivan Lozina, Hugo Martinez, Patrick & Tom 
Lionel Anderson, Derrick Mack, Giovanni Rossi, Mary Mahony,  
Dulcie Soans,  Vince Fedele, Maria Sulfaro, Maria Trimboli, 
Orazio Di Marco, Guido Pontello,  Vincenzo & Anna Peci, 
Gloria & Sybil Roache, all deceased in the families of Pham, 
Soligo & Certali, Borg, Seraglio, Zammit, Chris Baddock,  
Varkas & Stapic families, Skondro family &  Mario & 
Beniamino Fuser & all Souls in Purgatory.   May they rest in 
peace. 

Archbishop’s Afghan Refugee Appeal 

The appeal will raise desperately needed funds and 
commit the Archdiocese resources of education, health 
and welfare to Afghan families and individuals fleeing 
their homeland in the wake of the Taliban takeover of 
Afghanistan. The UN and aid agencies are preparing 
for a Syria scale refugee crisis. The appeal means that 
those who find their way to Australia will have support 
and resources waiting for them. These dark times remind 
all of us that we really are our brother and our sisters’ 
keeper.  

We urge you to donate here: We urge you to donate 
here: Archbishop’s Afghan Refugee Appeal . Thank you 
on behalf of the Archbishop and those most vulnerable 
people for your support. 
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Renovations at the Parish during lockdown 

We thank Frank & Antony Baroni, Orfeo Pellizzon, Eddie Volpato, L Dundovic & T LaMalfa. 



SMASH REPAIRS 

www.westfieldsmash.com.au 

FRANK SPAGNOLO 

Managing Director 

20-22 Tangerine Street, Fairfield NSW 2165 

Smash repairer for all major leading  

insurance companies. 

Ph : (02)9726 8866  

Fax: (02) 9726 2381 

Frank Mob: 0412 305 506 

24 Hr Towing 9757 2666 

We We focus on Business and Family Law, with 
experience in all areas. Led by principal Susan 

Dinkha, who has served the community for over 20 
years, delivering legal advice with quality, integrity 

and dependability,  

Susan Dinkha Solicitor 
 
310 Prairievale Rd           Phone: 9604 6470    
Prairiewood  2176      Fax: 9729 0259        

info@emmaus.com.au  
www.emmaus.com.au 

$2 in the foyer. 

*Fixed Flat Fee       * Quick Contract Prepara%on 

* Mobile Service  * A*er Hours Appointment 

Funeral Services 

COMMERCIAL CLEANING 
SERVICES 

*Commercial & Industrial     * Office 

* Carpet & Hard Floors    

* Construction         *Glass/Windows 

FREE QUOTES  

 0412 375 696 

 

frances@kingfisherconveyancing.com.au 

 
ACROSS SYDNEY 

PLUMBING 
Lic No. 182208C 

Call Steve 

0402 158 774 
● Plumber ● Drainer ● Gasfitter 

● Hotwater Repairs 

Catholic Weekly available again in 

parishes 
Catholic Weekly available again 

this weekend for $2.00 

Collect your Catholic Weekly as 

you leave Mass today and support 

our Archdiocesan newspaper. 

ADVERTISING SPACE 

AVAILABLE (3 MONTHS)                 

$165 PLUS GST 

Call Parish on  

9604 8927 or email on 

admin@mibp.org.au 

What’s happening with NSW cemeteries? 

On 25th May the State Government announced a 

radical change in Cemetery management.  Archbishop 

Anthony Fisher has responded with a letter. A copy of 

his letter has been made available on the parish 

website – it can be accessed from the NEWS page by 

clicking the link: Letter from Archbishop Anthony Fisher 

RE: Catholic Cemeteries. Please read the letter. If you 

have left money for the care of graves or burial sites for 

your loved ones, you need to be informed of how the  

Government plans to honour your wishes.  An online 

petition has also been established: 

www.saveourgraves.com.au  

I would encourage you all to sign this petition and to 

circulate this to your family  and friends in NSW. Thank 

you.  

DENT3HAIL 

Paintless dent repair 

and hail damage repair 

www.Dent3hail.com.au 

Ben 0415 494705 

Archbishop Anthony Fisher urges all to sign 

petitions, write to MPs 

In a 20 July statement the archbishop wrote 
that there is “never a good time to introduce 
laws in NSW parliament that sanction the 
killing of vulnerable human beings such as 
the terminally ill, elderly, frail and suffering 
… “We call on all Catholics to strongly 
reject outright these dangerous laws that 
allow doctors to kill their patients – laws that 
put vulnerable people at risk from wrongful 
deaths due to pressure to end their lives 
prematurely.”  
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Thought of the Week   

Weddings 

 The latest set of requirements for the conduct of 
weddings.   
1)      “Small weddings” are permitted – that is, with no 
more than 5 people present, not counting those legally 
required to be there (i.e. the couple getting married, the 
marriage celebrant, the two witness and the person 
recording the ceremony) 
2)      It is “a reasonable excuse to leave home”, if this is 
to attend a small wedding. 
3)      There do not seem to be any travel restrictions on 
those persons legally required to be present (i.e. the 
couple, etc.).  These people may enter and leave any LGA 
in Greater Sydney for purposes of the wedding. 
4)      In the case of the 5 guests, the travel restrictions are 
more complex: 

a.      Travel into an LGA of concern, or across other LGAs 
in Greater Sydney is permitted if the guests reside outside 
an LGA of concern. 

b.      If the guests reside within an LGA of concern, travel 
outside of that LGA of concern is only permitted for the 
parents, child or sibling of a person getting married. 

5)      No one may leave Greater Sydney to attend a 
wedding in regional NSW.  

COVID and the “flu” 

Like many of you, I spend a lot time puzzling over the 
appropriate restrictions during this pandemic.  A question 
that often arises is why we are treating COVID19 so 
differently to the way we manage the annual flu season.  I 
recently asked a doctor who works with COVID patients 
about the treatment of the two illnesses, given that both 
involve a significant number of deaths.   I found the 
explanation very helpful, so I would like to share it with 
you.    

 In my laymen’s terms, the difference is due to the 
uncertainty of prognosis. 

 Most people who catch COVID do not need hospital 
treatment, but many do – and hence the current strain on 
our health system.  Of those who do need hospital care, a 
significant number require intensive care (ICU) and often 
ventilation (a machine to breathe for them).  In the early 
days of COVID, most patients on ventilators died, but now 
we know that cortisone treatment is often effective, so 
today a majority of patients on ventilation only need it 
temporarily until the virus ‘burns itself out’, so they can 
begin to breathe on their own, and then recover.  The 
point of hospitalisation and ICU for COVID patients is to 
give them the chance to recover.  

 The challenge is that we don’t know the course that 
COVID will take in individual cases.  Speaking generally, 
we know that older people and others with various health 
conditions are more likely to die from COVID.  However, 
many young healthy adults are also dying from 
COVID.  When patients are admitted to hospital with 
COVID, the doctors don’t know who in particular will 
recover and who will not.   

Treatment of the flu is different.  As with COVID, most 
people who catch the flu do not die.  However, in the 
case of flu patients who become gravely ill, by the time 
this is evident there is little that can be done, and they 
will die from the flu.  And these deaths each year are 
spread out across the year, and especially during the 
winter months.  So our health is system is able to 
manage flu patients in a consistent and effective way, 
recognising that unfortunately some patients will not 
recover. 

With COVID, by contrast, there is a massive case load 
all at once – as right now, and while most people with 
COVID can be monitored at home, many will require 
hospital care, including ICU, until their prognosis 
becomes clear. 

Thus, even if the total number of COVID deaths is 
relatively small, the impact on our health system as 
we try to give COVIDpatients a chance to recover is 
massive – including the delayed treatment of numerous 
other life-threatening illnesses.   

 I found this a helpful explanation for understanding 
why we must have extreme public health restrictions in 
an attempt to limit the spread of COVID.  Of course, we 
can always debate which particular restrictions and ‘lock 
down’ measures are necessary and effective – and 
reasonable people may differ in their judgments about 
that.  One related issue, however, concerns the role of 
vaccination. 

Why should healthy people be vaccinated? 

 Granted that older people and some others are more 
vulnerable to COVID, some ask why those who are 
young and apparently healthy should also be 
vaccinated?  The answer here can seem somewhat 
paradoxical. 

 The key medical fact is that the more a virus spreads 
and replicates, the more it develops variants – slightly 
different versions of the original virus.  This is why we 
require a new flu vaccine each year – to keep up with 
the new flu versions that have emerged in the previous 
12 months.   Likewise, we will need booster vaccination 
against COVID next year. 

 If the more vulnerable people in the community (e.g. 
older people) are vaccinated, their chances of dying 
from the current COVID variant will be reduced.  But if 
COVID is spreading wildly in the community among 
healthy young people, then new variants will develop – 
against which the vaccine may not be effective.  As a 
result, the vulnerable people who have been vaccinated 
may not be protected against the new variant! 

 This is why vaccination of the whole community – indeed 
of the whole world – is essential.  (Globally, we face the 
same challenge – unless all countries are vaccinated, 
new variants will develop which will then inevitably get 
to those countries where people may have been 
vaccinated but only against the previous variant!   There 
is obviously a profound question of social justice here!)    


